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TUNRMENGve
CHRONOLOGY COF SIGI;!IFICANI‘ INCIDENTS

'27 Sep = Flood operations in the Plain of Reeds resulted in a large

17 Oct  number of enemy killed; Jjunks, sampans and structures
dentroyed; nid quantition of Viet Conp supplies captured,
Pe 3.

2 Oct - Vietnamese Navy LSSL mined near My Tho. p. 13,

3 Oct = SEALs killed two or three Viet Cong and captured one

* CHICOM carbine, One SEAL wounded, p. 31,

4 Oct - Sampan, three CHICOM rifles, two bandoleers, ten gremdes-
and a pgrenade launcher attachment for a rifle captured and
throe Viet Cong killed Ly I'tkes pe. 13,

- Vietnumese Navy FOM mined and destroyed. p. 66.
= PCF 21, while corducting NGFS, killed three Viet Cong amd
destroyed three bunkers. p. 42.

5 Oct = PBR and PACV ¢ollided, Three U.S. Navymen injured., Both
boats damaged. p. 38,

6 Oct - Attempted mining of Vietnimese Navy HIMS and attack on
U.S. MSBs in the area, p. 32.

= Viet Cong fired mortars ot PBKs on long Tau River, Minor
material damage; no personnel casualties, p. 33.
7 Oct, = Viet Conp ambushed SEAL LCM-3., TFifteen U.S. personnel
\ woutded whon mortar round hit the ToM,  p. 33,

12 Oct = PCF 72 and USCGC POINT COMIFORT conduct NGFS missioh."
Spotter aircraft reported one bunker and three structures
destroyed and five other structures damaged. p. 43, ,

-~ S5 CLALKSBURG VICTCLY struck a submerged wreck, p.'.52.

16 Oct - MARKET TIVE units provide NGFS for Operation PEPPER BUSH

26 Oct on Phu Quoe Island., p. LL.

18 Oct = Mortar exploded aboard PCF 9, Three crewmen killed ard
two wounded. Doat damaged extensively. p. 39.

19 Oct - Viet Cong cormandeered grounded cargo Jjunk "HAI KHOM",

U.S. Marine reaction force killed one Viet Corg ard

captured six suspec.ts- ps ITeilis : | UNCMSS'F_JED
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CONFIDLRNTIAL

19 Oct = GAME WAIDEN helo fire team destroyed or damag,ed seven
sampans. p. 16.

21 Oct - Viet Cong exploded claymore in Tra On market place,
Numerous Vietnemese casualtiesj; no U.S. casualties. p. 17,

22 Oct =~ PBlis detained three Viet Cong suspects. p. 18,

. = GAME V.ARDEN helos destroyed 20 sampans amd eight huts and
killed two Viet Cong. p. 19,

26 Oct - PBRs and helos thwarted Viet Cong crosésing. One U.S. i)
NMavyman killed. Four Viet Cong confirmed killed and one
sampan burned, p. 22,

27 Oct = PCF 68 and USCGC POINT GAMMON destmyed ‘two junks and
damaged seven., p. L1,

28 Oct - PCF 68 fired on junk which was destroyed by a secondax‘y
explosion. p. M.

31 Oct « Captain Tran Van CHON appointed Commarder-in-Chief of the
Vietnamese Navy. p. 61.

. = PBEs and helos interrupted major Viet Cong crossing.
Fifty-seven junks and -sampans destroyed and six junks and
pampans captured, Two Viet Cong confirmed killed, No
UsBe pursonnel casw lties. p. 25, ;
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CONFIDENTIAL
RIVER PATROL FOLCE

During the month of October, the River Patrol Force continued
to carry out its mission of denying the waterways of the Mekong :
Delta and the Rung Sat Special Zone to the Viet Corg, and, in a
novel operation in the flooded Plain of leeds, extended its opera-
tions into areas long undgr Viet Cong domination, :

On two occasions, Task Force 116 units broke up estimated
battalion size Viet Cong river crossings. On 26 October, Binh-
Thuy based PBRs of TE 116.1.1.1 stopped a crossing in the Bassac
dovnstream from Can Tho, and on 31 October GAME WAKDEN forceg '
captured six enemy craft, destroyed 50 Viet Cong aa.mpané and junks,
ard damaged seven sampans in the Mekong near My Tho,

The development of helo fire toam/I'll tactles continued, In
all the actions mentioned above, l-lnvyl helicoplers wore urwd. uul
rapid reaction forces and/or for armed reconnaissance in support
of the Icivér Patrol boats. | |

On 21 October, Can Tho FBRs evacuated L9 victims of a Viet
Cong claymore mine from the town of Tra On. lavymen {1 omi.the GAME
VARDEN base at Binh Thuy also gave blood or & 300 1 victims of the
terrorist blast. GAME VALDEN helos evacuated wounded'liegional
Force troops from their outpost near Can Tho on 15,0ctober, and
PBlis MEDLVACED wounded Vietnamese troo.ps'on' 19 and 23 October, 4

On 19-and 23 October, PBRs camel to the assistance of Vietnamese
outposts under attack by the Viet Cong. PBLis provided blccking ‘
forces and firé support fgr Vietnamese grouni operatiéns on 22 ard |

1 L | COI&‘IDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTTAL
31 6ctober in the llekong Delta.

During the support of the ground operations on 31 October,
Binh Thuy PBhs, with an Aray airborné observer spotting for them,
delivered the Navy.'s {irst recorded indirect fire with‘ an }-79
grgnade launcher,

SCAL teams operating in the liung Sat Special Zone killed two
Viet Cong in an ambush on 3 October 3 then suffered 15 w5unded vhen
their LCl=3 was ambushed by the Viet Cong on 7 October,

The Viet Cong attempted to mine a Vietnamese Navy minesweeping’

launch on the worning of 6 October durirg an ambush in the lung Sat '

Speclal Zone,  On 6 Oclober ad apain on 24 Octoboer, Viet Cong mines

were found in the hS‘SZ. :

In the Delta, the Vietnamese havy L’SSL 227 was the victim of
a mining near My Tho when two charges blew holes in the hull in
the early morning of 2 October, .

During the month of October, CAME WALDEN forces detained a
total of l;9h persons. Among the detainees w;-.'ere a suspected Viet
Cong "tax collector", three persons detained during the Vietnamese
ground operation on 22 October, and a woman who was found with
Viet Cong papers amd 1,006 pounds of unmanifested rice aboard a
ferry on 28 October, A suspected deserter was detained when he
attenpted to escapé from the same ferry in which the woman suspect
';'i"as| found on 28 October,

hevised rules of engagement for River Patrol forces went into

2 | ' CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
effect on 21 Oct.ober.1 Pasically, these revised rules allow
PBlis to direct fire against an evading Jjunk or sampan, after all

other methods have failed to stop it.

FLOOD OPERAT1ONS IN THE PLAIN OF REEDS
By the Jlatter part of September, it had become appdrent. that

the Ilekong Delta would be flooded to a greater extent than usual,

providing an excellent opportunity to use PBLis in areas where 't','h‘ey ,

could not normally operate. Al the pame time, the floods would e
serve to hamper enemy operations by restricting' hié movements and
by denying him cover along the river bar.tks'.

CTG 116.1, in concert with the Senior Advisor,‘ IV Corps, and
the liegional Director, United States Agency for Intermti‘:bnal‘
Development (USAID), set; up a plan designed to exploit the ;dvanf
tages mentioned above. PBlis, Army arﬁ Kavy helicopte:‘e,‘ ar.d.'ldcal
troops (Civilian Irregular Defense Group and Kegional Force/Popular
Force) operating from swimmer boats were used to fceaph tl;xe Viet
Cong in areas where he had norwally operated with dmpunity, amd to
carry out flood relief programs under the ausplces of USAID,

The obJectives of the operation were as follows:

1. To separate the Viet Cong from the civilian population

in the Plain of ILieeds, an area where the iligt Cong had
long held control. |

2, To reconnoiter actively in order to loc#t.e and déatroy

enemy forces and arms caches,

! See Appendix III for'the lievised liules of Lnpagoment

3 CONFIDENTPIAL
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CORFIDENTIAL
3. 'To utilise the mobility ard security of sesborne forces
to destroy Lhe encmy, and to maintain contact with him
wnile directing supporting arms.
L. To provide blocking forces for the Hepublic of Vietnam
Army search and destroy and reactioh forces.
5. To gather intellipence ard historical inrorﬁation on Viet
« Corg activities, and to gather topographical and h&ﬂro-
graphic data on the area for future operations,

6. To provide forces and material for puycholoﬁical opora-

tions, and to provide flood relief for'the popula;e.

In addition, the flood operations would provide an opportunity
to test the capability of the PER to operate in a novel environm;nt,
away from their normal bases, and with a minimum of. support. Vhat
support was available was what could be cérried on the boats them-
selves or brought in by heliccpter. Perscnnel from NS5AS ‘Detachment
My Tho accompanied the boats during their deployment at Moc Hoa in .
the Plain of hLeeds,

Vhile most of the two sectors, Kien Phong and Kien Tuong,
were flooded to sufficient depth to float a PBh, rice Btalka, grass
and debris frequently plugged the PBR'pumps ard hampered the boats'
speed and maneuvefability. s

N

Kien Phong Sector

Flood operations in Kien Phong Sector commenced on 27 Septembef,

when Lwo PBlis from TU 116.1.2 (Sa Dec) formed a night reaction force
to defend against Viet Cong attacks on Agroville hamlets, and to
4 CONF1DENTIAL
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provide day flood relief operations, such as transporting a Korean
Innoculation Team. The two PBHs were based at Tram Chin hamlet,

and operated in conjunction with units of IAG 23, providing blocking

‘forces for a Kien Phong Sector operation which vas conducted in ‘ ]
phases on 3, 4, 5, 7-8, 10-11, 13 and 16 October. The PBhs were
fueled by a Vietnamese Navy LSIL anchored near Cao Lanh on the
liekong, Helo fire teams operating from Vinh Long (TE 116,1.9.3)
and Binh Thuy (TC 116.1.4.2) provided‘air support on 10-11, 13
and 16 October,

The FPBlis accounted for three Viet Cong killed and 12 sampans
destroyed; the helo fire teaw for 29 Viet Cong killed, six Vieé
Cong wounded, 37 structures damaged or destroyed and 39 sampans
sunk. The Regional Force/Popular Force troops, operating from
swimmer support boats, amd supported by the Navy PBR/hélo fire
team, accounted for another 97 Viet Cong kilied, 130 Viet Cong
cupbﬁrod, numerous suall u;mm arcl ammundtion (Ineluding 1,559 3 R
grenades in a weapons i'actofy) » mines and documents captured.,

Kien Tuong Sector |

The Kien Tuong Sector campaign began on 5 October, when eight
PBEs from TU 116.1.3 (My Tho), with support elements from NSAS
Detachment My Tho, got underway for Moe Hoa as TE 116.1.3.5. In .
transit, the PDBlis got some taste of the difficulties which would .
lie ahvad; e.p. plugped pumps aﬁd low bridges which; because of
flood éonditions, had to be bypassed, _

The task element arrived in Sa Dec, topped off fuel, and

5 CONFIDENTIAL
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CORFIDERTIAL

departed for the Tram Chin éutpoat, three hours behim time and
proceeding against the curreﬁt. After spending the night anchored
of f Tram Chin, the element was underway at 0800, hoonding oast on

' thé Kinh Dong Kien Canal, then turned into the Kkin Cung Canal,
'ar}iving at Kinh Quan at 1100,

At this point, a footbridge crosses the canal with insufficient
clea;ance for a PBR to pass under, One I'BIL manaped to atruygie.
through mud and gfass and gpet around the bridge. The rest of the
boats were toved arourd the bridge, and an hour later were headed
fair up the canal for koc Hoa where they commenced béth independent
reconnaissance operations as well as acting in support of U.S.
Special Forces amd subsector Civilian Irregular Defense Group troops,

On 7 October two PBEs supported subsector operations, while
Lo rdmnjnjng aix bhoats canductad independent reconnaissance, dn
8 October six boats supported subsector Operation BlSMAhCK.l, a
Civilian Irregular Defense Group operation, while two boats remained
in Moc Hoa for mgintenance. The next day, two of the LISMALCK PERs
returned with wounded while four remained in Binh Than Thong sub- |
sector in support of BISKALCK II. On 10 Octobgr six PERs conéucted

armed reconnaissance while two remained at Moc Hoa.

Reconnaissance and search and destroy operations, which covered .

approximately 80% of Kien Tuong Sector, were conducted on 11 and 12
Octobor. As of 12 October, results were as follows:

2 USN wounded (neither seriously)
1 Viet Cong killed

6 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDERTIAL
38 Viet Cong huts destroyed
4 Viet Cong bunkers destroyed
10 Viet Cong bunkers discovered, beyond capability of PERs
to destroy
1 Viet Cong sampan destroyed
3,880 1bs rice, 120 1lbs salt, 300 lbs manioc and 10 gallons nuoc
mam captured or destroyed
1 booby trap destroyed
1 sewing machine plus miscellaneous equipment, vases, clothing,‘
utensils, otc. captured or destroyed

As of 13 October, Moc Hoa units had made no contact with the: .’
encny in force, Likewise, logistic difficulties had plagued the

s helo fire team and severely limited their operations s0 that there
had been no real test of PBLi/helc coordinzted operatlons. ,“

"On 14 October at 1145, PBlis 110, 111 and 113 spotted two lnrge
sampans crossing north in the Vam Co Tay liiver about 20 milea LSE
of Moc Hoa. Approximately 12 men in a nearby rice paddy opened
fire on the PBRs who promptiy returned the fire, killing two Viet
Cong (confirmed) and an estimsted additional ten Viet Cong. PER
111 captured one sampan.

. - At 1214, n USAF Forward Adr Controller and an Ammy helo fire
team arrived on the scene. The fire team estimated that an enemy
company was in the area, amd an immediate air strike was launched,
The PEBiis moved east in the river to block a possible escape route'
in a canal, One of the PIlis spotted many sampans moving north on :
a stream, apparently heading for the 111 Corps Tactical Zone.

CIDG troops in swimmer support boats, with PBLis providing covering
fire, moved in to search huts in the area while a helo fire team
furnished air support. One Viet Cong was killed and two woﬁnded
were found in a hut. The wounded were transferred to PBR 111,

7 _ CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL 3

PEEs 101, 106 and 117 joined at 1607, ard the six boats formed
a mobile blocking force. At 1610 the Navy helo fire team arrived
on ‘t.};e scene to provide support. \'.'her; the helos retired at 1£30,
the CIDG “roops began extracting under the guns of the PPRs. Four
PBRs remained in the area overnight to provide a blocking force.

In addition to the Viet Cong killed by the PERs, the hLelo fire
team accounted for three Viet Cong killed, two Viet Cong wounded,
30 sampans destroyed and a Viet Cong plastic assault boat, five
kilos of documents, one rifle and two sampans .captured. :

No further contact was made witfx the Viet Cong company‘ whose
attempt to cross from IV Corps Tactical Zone..into 111 Corps 'I‘actical.
Z'one was broken up by the quick reaction of the FPHis, Ar Force
gspottera, Amy and Navy helo fire teams, and Vietnmuese pround troops,

Oporatdons conbinuod through the 174h »fh«m 11l unito Auot l:rndgrwpy

t

for their normal operating area. There was no further niajor c'om.act::

¢

" with the enemy.

The sectors in which the flood operations vere corducted had
long been regarded as Viet Cong territory. Yet, the PERs were abl‘é
to move with impunity over the 80 of the territory which was navi-
gable., The same flood waters which allowed the afloat forceé to‘
move freely denied the enemy cover, ard often made .survival his
primary concern.

The psycholé:gical effect of the PBhs on the Viet.namese. troops
is perhaps best expressed by a quote from one of the Civilian
Irregular Defense Group men who participated in the subsector

8 | CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
operations supported by the PEiis, "We feel much braver with those
big .50 caliber machine guns to help ug."
In all, the PBhks supported six sector or subsector operétions,
which resulted in the following:
139 Viet Cong killed
38 Viet Cong captured
94 weapons captured (including 1 AA machine gun, 2 BARs,
2 Thompsons and an assortment of U.S., CHICOM and
Lussian rifles)
90 mines captured or destroyed ;
102 grenades, 200 rounds smdll arms amno, 30 kilos docunents,
30 kilos of rice, 3 motor boats and 1 sampan captured

70 sampans, 1,000 kilos of rice, 5,000 kilos of flour and
182 structures destroyed

gupport. rendered asotor and aubsector opepationa ineluded
punfire support, blocking forces, flank,socuripy and providing 6
ready reserve, o 1

In addition, both PBlis and helos provided {lood relief ard
civic action programs for the c¢ivilian population. One hundred'
PsyOps buckets (a small plastic bucket containing soap, cloth,
needles and thread and Government literature), ten cases of soup,
nine cases of canned milk, 50 ibs of salt and hundreds of pro-
governnent leaflets were distributed to the local populace. The
U.S. Agoncy for International Developmont (USAID) provided an
additional 250,000 dong for flood relief as the waters receded,
| Lessons Learned
1. Vhile the operations were largely successful in attaining their
goals, they probably would han been much more effective had the .

~ boats been positioned before the flocds reached their maximum stage.

It became apparent that the Viet Cong may have abandoned the ' -

~wman ba aaalr hirhan ornind. eithar in Cambodia or in Dinh Tuong 7
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_ Province to the south vhere lack of water depth hampered PBR
mobility., Had the PBLs been operating in the area before the Viet
Cong movement started, much more dramatic results might have been
tained, |

2. Airborne spotters, both fixed wing'and helo, were helpful in
assisting boats to fird clgar water areas where PBiis could utilize .

their speed and maneuverability., 1In areas vhere grass ard rice

broke the surface, the mobility of the PBL was scvero]y‘restricted..

3. Swimmers should be employed to clean bottoms and intakes for
the PBks. Intakes continually become clogged ard divers must be
used to clear the rice, grass and snakes from the pumps,

L. Vhen operating in shallow waier, PBhs shquld maintain specd

and keep going as long as possiblie, This may résult in a strungééﬁt
formation, but it is the only way to éffect rapid movement in this
type of environment, .

5¢ .Initial problems involving helo/FEii operations included foo
little fuel, poor communicatlons, divorsion of lelos for MEDEVAC ;
nnd too fow helicoptors to perform all the misslony desired,
However, toward the end of the period, helicopters were being
utilized in support of ?BRB and their effectiveness is illnstra£ed
by the results of the major engagement on the 14th.

6., During the engagement on the Ihﬁh? the Viet Cong moved in open
country in sguad-sized groups which stayed close together, The men
remained hunched over.in their "black pajama' uniforms thgh, to
the naked eye, gave the appearance of a group of water buffalo

10 . CONFIDENTIAL
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moving through the paddies. Dinoculars were necessary to make

positive identification.

7. The Viet Cong had well-developed facilities in the area., Mahy

of the huts destroyed were well hidden; made of rice stalk material 5

and hardly distinguishable from the surrounding terrain. Nearly

every hut had a mud bunker nearby where the Viet Cong could seek

shelter from air attack amd direct fire at ground troops during

the dry season.' Viet Cong strongholds were .composed of separate,“ :

spread-out buildings generdlly well-concealed from the air, the

surface and even each other,

8. Mhny.platfbrnm were noted in the trées along waterwa&s from o

which the enemy could direct plunging fire at passing watercraft. -

The PBRs were not engaged by any of these prepared positions. It

was believed however, that the platforms were too flimsy for heavy

machine guns or recoilless rifles, and that with the water level

in dealing vith thenm,

9. Of historical interest is the ".ar of 1812 lesson Learned®

" being what it was, that there would have beén no particular troﬁblel

2

that the ancient practice of kedging was found to be the only ...{

effective method of moving through some of the o0ld canals which

had been grown over by an "indescribable mossy'qpagmire."3

It was apparent from this operation that the combination of

2 CTE 116.1.3.5 mag 1614452 OCT 66

301 11601, mag 2314064 0T 66
ot
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CONFIDENTIAL

imagination, initiative, careful planning and close.co-operatioﬁ’
between services had overcome obstacles ranging.from enemy fire to
improbable operating conditions, in order to make a major contrie
bution to the allied effort in the Delta, This can be swmuned up
in the following message sent by COMNAVICRV to all hands.particih
pating in the cperation: . i

1811022 OCT 66
ULCLAS
DELTA FLOOD OPS
1o ZXTEND TO ALL UNITS CONCERNED MY PROFOUND APPRECIATION
FOR THEIR IMAGINATIVE AND RESOURCEFUL CONTHIBUTIONS TO THE

- IMMENSELY SUCCESSFUL DELTA FLOOD OPEKATIONS.

. 2¢ IT APPRALS ALL HANDS TIED DOLN THE oAF“TY VALVES IN
ORIGINALITY, FLZXIBILITY A¥D IND1VIDUALISH FOR ALL PHASES
OF THIS EXCELIERTLY COOIDINATED VENTURZ. THE PERFECT
TEAM\:ORK, AGGRESSIVE FORAYS AND YANKHEE INGEMUITY LEALT TIE -
VIET CONG A SUKPRISING AND STUNNING BLOW AND YET PROVIDED
IMMENSE MORALE AND MATERIAL SUCCOH TO OUR ALLIES.
3., THE SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE YOU CAUSED THE ENEMY IN PERSONKEL
AND MATERIAL HAS EMPHATICAILY ASSISTED. II" ATTAINING TIE FHEE
WORLD FORCES GCALS 1N THE REPURLIC OF VIDTRAN.
Ls TO ALL THOSE WHO PARTICIFATED IN THIS UNIQUA ENDEAVOR I
EXTERD A SINCEIE VELL DOMNE. FTADM VARD STNDS,

DELTA LRIVER PATROL GLOUP

While some of the fofces assigned the Delta lilver Patrol Group

were diverted to the flcod operations during the first half of
October, regular river patrols wére maintained at theig normal
level by increasing the load on units not directly involved,

The following is a summary of the month's operations by the
Delta River Patrol Group: i

1-6 October

On 1 October PBRs 32 ard 69, patrolling on the'Béssac River

L6 miles woutheast of Can Tho, hailed a'sampan. Vhen the sampan
i) R CONFIDLNTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL _

failed to respond, the PERs fired warning shots, whereupé# the

sampan directed fire cn the patrol craft. The PBRs made.several :

firing runs on the fleeing sampan which ceésedgf;ré.-.Despiye‘a

careful search the sampan was not lccated ard iit;hé beliav?d to

have been destroyed, (CTU 116.1.4 msg 3018302 SEP 66)

The next morning at 0231, the Vietnamese Nav& 155L 227, with

~ members of the Vietnamese Asian Games sgimming toam'aboard; was

mined at anchor about 800 yards west of the PBK base at My Tho and

settled quickly with about one foot freeboard aft and fifteen feet

" forward.

ller erow wag able to Keop hor afloat with Lwo pumps, and VEN

ltdver Assault Croup LCM-Es took hier under tow to the HAG base ot

My Tho. Flocding was stopped, and two six-foot holes, one on each

side were patched by the ship's companf. Clcsé'investigation'
revealed a charge had been placed on each side Sr the ship. Tﬁe
enlp was later towed to Saigon, and, after a survey of the‘dpmage.
the Vietnamese Navy decommissioned it.h ‘

On 4 October at sbout 2030, PBRs 97 and 102, while patrolling
the Co Chien River about 17 miles east-goufhéast of Vinh. long,
picked up a radar contact at about 600 yards crossing from the
south baﬁk tc the north. Vhen the contact had closed to 100 yards
it was illuminated. | .

The sampan's five occupants immediéteky Jumped over the side

and swam toward the north bank. After hailing the swimmers amd

firing werning shots which were ignored, the PERs took the dispersing

b Senior Advisor, Vietnamese Navy Headqﬁarters Historical
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CONFIDENTIAL
17=31 October

On the 17th a PBH patrol, with an embarked hospital corpsman,
vinited the hamlet of Ihong Haw 16 miles voutheast of Can Tho for
a Medical Civic Action mission. The corpsman treated 65 villag,ers,.
and four serious cases wers taken tc Can Tho for further ;c.reatmenﬁ‘,

At 1715 on the 17th, PERs 37 and 38 received approximately
150 rcunds of small arms fire from an island in the Bassac River. |

The fire was suppressed by the PERs and an ﬁrtillery strike from

the Tra On subsector, Vinh Dinh Province was requested, The request

was refused because the islon. was secured by the Gov.ernxrﬁnt,
(CTE 116412101 mag 1710507 0cr 66) '_

At 2315 on 18 October, Navy helicopters based ét. V:I.nngong'
came to the assistance of PCPI 39 which was under attack by .SQ ]
caliter machine gun ani 57mm recoilless rifls fire at the .mouth
of the Co Chien River off the coast of the Thanh Phong Secret Zone,
The helos illuminzted the area a.nd provided low level air Sﬁpbc;tf._ )
for the PCF until 0055 on 19 October when contact was broken,
(CTE 116.1.9.3 msg 1818182 OCT 66) o

At 1000 on 19-Octcber, IIVPATSEC 512 FElts, which had been
temporarily based at Can Tho away from their normal base on USS
COMSTOCK (1SD-19), IEDEVACED four wounded Viet,‘nan.mese troops from.
an LRVN operaticn in progress abou; 45 miles southeast of Can Tho
on the Bassac -hiver for treatment at Cah Tho, Four additional - -
RIVPATSEC 512 Phlis and a holo fire team wero dis pnt.chod to assist
in the operation. (CTU 11.6'.'1.1 msg 1905102 OCT 66)

15 , © CONFIDENTIAL
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| CONFIDLCKTIAL .

At 1520 a GAME VARDEYN helo fire team from Det 29, HC=1 sighted
five 30—foofc camouflaged sampans about 42 miles downstream from Can .
Tho,_ with two additional 3C-fcot camouflaged sampans about twlo miles
avay. All were taken under fire at the request of the lLong Toan'
District Chief and either damaged or destroyed., (OINC DET 29 ms‘g
1914452 OCT 66)

thile this action was in propress, a Vietnamese outnost upstream
on Lthe Bassac River wag bedwny harassed by approximitely l;() Viet Cong.
Plilis 34 amwl 40 came Lo the ald of Lhe -.'.ul.juml. Jooabod ahonl 1% mllen
downstream from Can Tho, ’and at 13C1 provided =79 grenade, H=-60
machine gun and rifle fire until 1315 when firing ceased on both
sides. (CIE 116.1.1.1 msg 1906432 OCT 66) ‘

On the Co Chien 18 miles. southeast of Vinh Long, PBlis 29 and
€6 took 50 rounds of amomé.tiq and 15 rounds of sm'all arms fire
from the north bank at 1926 on the 19th. The boals returned the -
fire with their .50 caliber machire guns ard grenade launcheré. A
helo fire team supported the PBiis with rockets and l»i-b() machine guns,

Eight. minutes later the bcats were again fired upon from the
north 'bank about three miles downstream, with possibly one 57mm
recoilless rifle being used as well as automatic weapons and small
arms. The PBRs returned with .50 caliber and grenades, but the
helos were unable to assist because of a friendly outpost in the
area. PBR 2.9 sustained some minor hits during the actions, but
there were no personnel casualties ard the boats were able to con-~
tinue their patrol., (CTE 116.1.1.4 msg 1912372 OCT 66) .

o % CONFIDENTIAL
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On 20 October My Tho based PBhs, with English speaking
Vietnamese embarked, began random patrcls on' the Ham luong River,
last of the major branches of the lekong River not regularly
patrolled by GANME V:ARDEN forces, !

P'rlor to co::u;nexnci.nu: patroln, the Klen loa Provlncé Chief waa
Lriefed, all {riendly outponts on Lhe river were visited, a ho}l'-
copter reponnoitered the river and the operations were cleared by‘
the ARVN Seventh Division.

The Viet Cong in the area 11 miles ciownstream from Can.Tho ‘
fired between 25 and 50 rounds of small arms at PBEs 34 and 40 at"
1850 on 20 October. The PERs returned fire with 400 rounds of M0,
40 ¥=79 grenades and 100 rounds of M-16, The enemy still claims
. they will "Get a PEK' in this location, (CTE 116.1.1.1 msg
2011582 OCT 66) ' ' '

Terrorism at Tra On

Since refrigeration is limit'.e_d'in Vietowm, the custom is for
the farmers to bring their wares t;o narket early in. the morning s.o
that fresh produce can be purchaséd ard cooked before the heat of
the day. By eight ofclock on the mornirg of 21 October, the market |
place of Tra On was crowded with. Vietnamese intent ¢n their deily 4
marhketing. _ |

At 0810 a Viet Ccrg claymore detcrated in the Tra On Market,

At 0830 six PRRs frcm Can Tho arrived on the scene to provide
MEDEVAG vorvicess A total of 49 people, all Vietnameno, wore taken
to Can Tho, One small boy with both legs blown off died en route,

17 ‘ CONFIDENTIAL °
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At 09,0 PBL 30 sighted & sampan with two Buddhist monks and an
injured young girl heading for Can Tho. The PBR took the girl on
board., At 1005 the same boat took two wounded on board from a
ferry. At 1025 cne militery wounded died in PBER 41 enroute to the
Can Tho hospital,

PBR crews and base suppcrt personnel not actually engapged in
the HuDUVAC efforts proceeded to the Can Tho hospital to give blood
for the victims of the blast. Three entire PBR crews and 20 support
personnel donated blcod,

The known casualties of the terrorist mining are: foﬁr military
killed, 15 military'ﬁounded; five civilians killed, 33 civilians
wounded, Many of the vounded were not expécted'to live, Mo Americansl
were.ihvolved in this incident. (CTE 116.1.1.1 msg 211030Z OCT 66)

Vhile the victims of Viet Cong perrorism were being evacuated
to the hospital, Can Tho PElis responded to another call for helb.

A Civilian Irregular Defense Group airboat capsized about three milees
west of Can Tho. An airborne spotter requested assiétahce, and PBR ,"
36 took the craft in tow at 104G, It was towed to Dinh Tuy where
the YFNB's crane righted the aifboat; Yonme of the three persons
ﬁboard the airboat was injured.

On 22 October, four PHiis from 1% 11€.1,1.1 previded a blocking
force in support of a lheglonal lorce oparation on Lhn nogthaant and
southwest sides of Cu lao May Island in Tra On District. One of the
PBlis picked up and detained a Viet‘dong attempting to escape.

 Shortly after the first detainee was taken, the PBRs received
18 CONFIDENTIAL
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word that two more Viet Cong were hiding along the bank., The PHis

proceeded to the area, took two more detainees and resumed station,

All three detainees were turned over to the Tiegional Forces at the

completion of the operation,

In another hegicnal TPorce operation in Klen Phong Province,
aix Phite frem TE 11641.9.3 provided fire support and a blocking
force for the hLien Van uegiqnal Force Company. The GAME WARDEN

helo fire team was called when contact was made at about 0815 amd

sank eight sampans, destrcyed five huts and killed two Viet Cong, . .

At 1120 the helo fire teém returned to the area and struck 12 :

sampans and three huts, destroying them all and inflicting'unknoﬁﬁ
Viet Cong casualties, . , :

The liegional Force company, supported by U,S. Naval forces,

killed three Viet Cong and detained 13 suspects, In addition, five

grenades, two kilos of dccuments and one sampan were captured,

TE 116.1,6.3 PEfs detained one Viet Cong suspect, who was
taken with his sampan and two CHiICUM grenades,

At 0755 on 22 October, PBKs 54 and 65, patrolling three miles
cant of Sa NDee, hailed three sampans to coma alonpgoide, Vhen tho’
sampans ignored the hail and beached, their occupants were taken
under {ire as they fled to the rice paddies. The sampans were
destroyed -with small arms fire,

On the Bassac, about thirty miles downstream from Can Tho,
PBRs sighted a sampan proceeding close to the bank at about 1300. :
As the PBiis closed to investigate, the enemy opened fire from the

19 ' CONFIDENTIAL
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banks with small arms. The bcats suppressed the small arms fire,

but were unable to get the sampan. Ancther PBR, not involved in

the engagement, was hit by a stray rcund near the bow, causing

minor damage. Neither the 32 boat nor the 99 boat, who were directly
involved, was hit,

At 1937 on 23 Ostcber, PLlis 25, 111, 113 amd 116 sighted a
prearranged distress signal from an cutpost 30 miles down the Co
Chiea Ziiver from Vinh leng. The boats hurried to the area and made
firing runs on the Viet Cong, quickly suppréssing his fire, After
each boat had made cne firihg run, two of the boats resuﬁed,their
normal patrol while twc remained in the area to support the outpbstA
in the event that fire was resumed,

The next day, PBLs 63 and 143, with a Seventh ARVN Division
PsyWar Team embarked, were broadcasting a Chieu Hoi (Open Arms)
appeal in a known Viet Cong area aboutl six miles southwest.of My
Tho on the Nekong. At 1927 the Viet Cong cpened up with Browning
Automatic Lifles amd small arms, experding about 30 rounds of the
former and ten cf .he latter befcre ,50 caliber and small arms fire
'from the PBRs suppressed the hostile fire, Friendly forces suffered
no casual{les and continued their cperations, |

Tax Ccllection Interrupted

PBRs 63 and 143, patrclling 2! miles northwest of Long Xuyen
on the Bassac liiver, sighted a large motorized sampan with five
persons abcard and five smaller boats alongside at 1023 on the
morning of 25 October. As the two PBRis closed the group of sampans,

20 COKFIDENTIAL
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the motorized sampan moved toward the mouth of a nearby stream,

The fleéing sampan ignored the PBKs' hails' and made good its
escaope intc the siream, The I'Ble refrained from firing warning
shots in order to prolect innocan@ sampans in the area.

The patrol proceeded up the stream a short distance, hoping
to locate the sampan ard draw him into the open., The sampan did
make an attempt to escape into the river, but spotted the ﬁgt?ol
and again evaded, This time the patrol was able to fire warning
shots, but the sampan continued his efforts to get away, ignoring
the shots, |

At 1106 ancther sampan starfod out of the creek with two women
and one man aboard. The man was dressed in a green shirt identical
to that worn by one of the occupanis of the motorized sampan in
question, This time the patrol was able Lo slop the eraft and’ the
man in the green shirt was detained for having no I.D. card.

At 1123 the motorized sampan vas again sighted, bailed and
warning shots were fired, Again the sampan ducked back into the
safely of Lhe abrean, e petre] of lleer reiquopted pepmisaion from
CIF 116 to take the sampan under direct fire the next time it was
sighted, provided there was nc danger to innocent shipping. Per; |
mission was granted, but the mctorized sampan did not maké another
attempt to got back into the river, and the patrol departed the |
area about 1200 to deliver their detainee to U.S. Armmy Special
Foreces inteulligence at Chdu Phu; The detainee is believed to be a
Viet Cong "tax collector" who was éaught in the act of extorting

T CONFIDENTIAL
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Mlaxes” from river Lralliy,
Viot Cong Crossdng Thwarted - Death of 12 FRIEUND

At about 1450 cn 26 O:tober, PBRs 34 and 40, on normal patrol
42 miles downstream from Can Tho on the HBassae liver, sighted three
armed men in a sampan emerging from a stream on the southwest bank
of the river, in an area known to be heavily infested with Viet Cong.

The patrol gave chase and f{ired two warning shots at the evading
sampan before opening firg with 70 rounds of .50 caliber which
set fire to the sampan. The boat reacheu the beach amd its occupants
took cover in the tree line. One lM=79% round was fired into the érea‘.

A Vietnamono Ratjonal Policeman embarkod in one of the PRI
directed a civilian sampan to attempt to recover the Viet Cong craft,
but heavy fire brcke out from the shcre and the salvage ei‘fo;'ts were
abandoned., The patrol raked the brush along the river bank and
quickly' suppreséed the fire coming {rom the area near the beached
sampan,

‘hen fire from the immediate area ceased, the enemy opened fire
from farther downstream with a .30 caliber machine gun. The forward
gunner in PER 40, Kadioman Second Class Terrence Jay FLLUMND, 540 65 07,
U.S. Navy, was hit in the chest by the first burst and knocked to tﬁe
deck. He struggled to his ‘feet, told the patrol officer he was "okay"
and resumed fire, then slumped agair.

Once again Petty Officer FREUND returned to his .post ard continued
to fire at the Viet Cong positions. He slumped to the deck for a third
and final time, Petty Officer FREUND had fired over 200 rounds of .50

22 . CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDLNTIAL
caliber at the enery betveen the time he wzs hit and the time he
died.

At 1630 the GAIL VALDIN helo fire team srrived on scene amd
began to take the enemy under fire. At 1640 PRlis 37 and 3€ arri#ed
in the aréa and were taken under fire by rockets and grensdes from
the beach. ey

At 1645 U.S. Army helicopterg joined the battle, and at 1710
Vietnamege hévy'hAG boata Joined I'Mha 37 and 38 in making firing
rung on tha besch for 40 minutes when thoy clearnd the area for
a U.5. Adr Force F-100 strike vhich was later cancelled,

At 1752 the Army helos, freshly rearmed, delivered more.fixu :
at the ambush positicng, The Navy helcs also returned to the area
after rearming and carried’cn the attack, .

Itiver Assault Group 25 of the Vietnamese Navy, supported by
the PChs, entered a ceral in the area and set up a blocking force
behind the ambush. At 190L a ihG mcnitor-eutéred.the stream with
two LCVPs and two }OMs and delivered LOmm fire. Shortly after the
monitor raked the area the Viet Cerg breoke contact,

The engagement claimed one American life. There were four
confirmed Viet Cong killed, crne sampan burned and an estimated

.battalion-size crossing thwarted by the combined efforts of U.S.
and Vietramese lavy uniis, and Army and Navy aircraft.

Two kiver Patrcl seamen were wcurded in another engagement
four miles southwest of My Tho at 1845 the same day when PBRs.96
and 110 were hit by autcmatic weapons fire from the bank of the

23 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
Mekong., The patrol returned fire with .50 caliber ard M-79 grenades,
PBR 66 took two hits in the avning and four in the hull with two of
her crew receiving superficial wounds, .

. PBL 66 took one additional hit less than an hour later in an

area two and cne~half miles duwnsiream from the first inecident when

the enemy opened up with small arms f{ire. The patrol suppressed
this quickly with thé 50 caliber arnd M«79 and suffered no further
casualties.

While inspecting & ferry bcat in the Co Chien Liver 35 miles
downstream from Vinh Long .on 28 Octéber; PBRs 22 and 55 apprehended
a deserter who abandoned the bcat as the PELs rame alongside.

The PERs then.searched the ferry and found a Vietnmnege girl
with 12 bags of unmanifested rice, improper papers and Viet Cong
documents on her person. The two detairees arrl 1,000 pounds of
rlce wnrnihurned‘OVur to Coartul Group 35, :

On 29 October Can Tho Phits evacuated four wounded AlLVMN troops
from an outpost in Ba Xuyen Sector from Dai Ngai to Can Tho, 25
miles downstream, .

At 1450 the same day, PBR 109, while cn a patrol with PBR 107,
took three autcmatic weapons hite iﬁ the after hull section when a
Viet Cong opened fire 16 miles west-southwest of ly Tho. The boats
returned fire with .50 céliber and small arms, There were no per-
sonnel casualtioﬁ. The Viet Corg fire was more accurate than‘uaugl

-vith all rounds landirg within a 50-yard radius of the legd boat.

L |
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Indirect fire by M=79

It
4

On 31 October PBRs 39 and 41 provided a blocking force for a ..
Vietnamese Army/Regional Force operation on Cu lLao May Island eight
miles downstream from Can Tho, - At 0%30 the boats vere fired on
from the beach, but were unable_ to return fire bhecause of the
proximity of friendly fcrces. .

Two hours later, faced with almost the same situation, the
PERs were able to return fire on an estimated ten Viet Cong who
Wcre observed firing on the boats from well fortified bunkers
along the bank, An overhead L-19 "Shotgun" (epotter aircraft)
spotted Jndirect fire from the patreol crafta! M=79 grerya;de launchera,‘
A total of 36 grenades were fired at tlie bunkers in thig manner w:L_t_.h
excellent results reported by the apc.nter aircraft,

Viet Cong Battallon Croséing Stopped

Commander, Liver Division 53 (ICDR M. E, TOOLE, USN), believing
that the Viet Cong would be forced out of their operating areas in
the Plain of _Reeds by high .water in late October, set up a special
24, hour patrol in the vicinity of Ngo Hiep Island in the Mekong -
where the Viet Cong were known to have a well established route
into Kien Hon Province to the south,

At 1758 on 31 UOclober, Pliis 105 amd 107, with l)o:xtowa‘ln'.o.I-'lat,o‘.
Fleat claaa d, e VIIAIAIGY an palyed ol Tieer, veipe aobadueddng M."’
special patrol in the area, when a sémpan with one occupan£ was
sighted hcaﬁing out of the Nam Thon River on the 'nortﬁern edg:e of
the island. As PBR 105, covered by PER 107, closed the sampah, it
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darted into the flooded paddies and its occupant fired two rounds
of small arms at the patrol boat,

A second sampan, with two occupants aboard, opened fire on the
PElis who took it under fire with .50 caliber, The occupants jetti-
soned their rifles and abandoned their sampan. BPBoth Viet C.ong vere
killed by PBR 105's guns before they could reach shore.

During the short fire fight, a junk and several sampans were
signted. Because of the high tide and flood conditions, the PBhs
had an unobstructed view over the island and could see the first.'
sanpan proceeding through the paddies as well as the other craft. '

The patrol entered the Nam Thon kiver and immediately cams under.
heavy fire from the north bank and from two lurpge Junks in an, ihilet’. :
Eight small sampans, with eight to ten green-uniformed men in 'ea'ch'
beat, wore :mcn. astern of the ;)‘uuku; Fire from Lhe PBlits wank two
of the sampans and their survivors tock to the brush, 'The remaining
sampans took cover in the dense wcods along the bapk.

As the PERs withdrew along the southern edge of a small island
in the lLiam Thon, they spotted an additional 75 sampans amd seven
Jjunks, all abandoned or in the process of pe:’mg abandoned by trcops
who were retreating to the ncrth., The PEls I“ired on the fleeing
Viet Cong with .50 caliber and small arms fire and called- for the
Vinh long helo fire team which was scrambled to .join the fight,

The PERs withdrew to the eastern end of Ngo Hiep to await the
arrival of the helicopters which were on the scene within 15 minutes,
Upon arrival of the fire team, the PBRs deliberately drew fire to
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locate the enemy's positions for the helos.

The fj.re tean made its first pass as the boats withdrew u'nc:ler'
.heavy fire from about ten positions on the bank. PBR 105 took #
hit forward ard one aft, with no serious damage or personnel
casualty., As the PERs withdrew to give the helos a clear field
of fire, they continued to pour .50 caliber into the jﬁnks, .'
causing one secondary explo§ion. |

On their second pass on the junks, the helos observed a secon- . '
dary explosion which reached an estimated height of 300' feet, Enemy
troopa, retreating through knee-deep water to.the north, were takéﬁ
wnder fire by the PERs who were joined by two additional two-boat
patrols, :

Enemy firs had siacked to a few sporadic bursts of small arms
fire, and PERs 105 and 107 .moved in to commence salvage operations
on the sampans in order to gather intelligence. Fire had ceased
completely by 2045. By the end of the engagement, eight PERs, one
LCH~-6 from NAVSUPPACT DET My Tho and two U.S. Navy‘ helos were on
the scene,

lo material of intelligence value was recovered from the sampans
which could be reached by PBRs. Many sampans had drifted into brush
and were inaccessible, Debris, clothing arnd seven large pools of
blood were floating in the area of the battle. .

Fire from the PERs claimed the only two confirmed Kkills, 28
sampans and seven Jjunks sunk, and three Jjunks and three sampans
captured, The captured craft were towed to My Tho by the LCM-6.
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The helo fire team claimed 15 sampans sunk, and at least seven.

damaged in addition to the ammunition junk which had been blown to
bits. Helicopter reconnaissance reported the area covered with
burning sampans,

There were no U.S. personnel casualties amd only‘one superficial
h::Lt. in addition to the two previously mentioned. PBR 107 took a
bullet forward on the starboard side. During the engagement 3,000
rounds of .50 caliber, 100 rounds of l-16, ll..30 rounds of M-60 MG
and 18 M=79 grenades were expended by the PBRs.

The engagement, in which an estimated battalion size;i troop
crossing was thwarted, illustrates the value of the coordinated
PBL/helo fire team in providing rapid response when the enemy accepts
an engagement, ' :

The helicopters toock less than 15 minutes to get from their
base at Vinh lLong to the scene of the action 22 miles awa&. . Commnu=
nications were excellent, and coordination and cooperation betwe‘en.
tho adrborne and walterborne units wan ou.l'.nt.nndinp,.

The ongagemont illustratee the value of well-planned, aggressive
patrolling based on good int.elligenca and knowlédg;a of the area and
the enemy's hebits. Nc specific items of intelligence pointed to the
exact night that the Viet Cong would cross the river at this point;
howsver, LCDI TOOLE beiieved that at this point and about at this
t.;im:e, the enamy would have to attempt a croasing.

Lhile the Viet Cong excel at taking advantage of the knowledge
of his enemy's habits in setting up ambushes, he too is a creature
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of habit who tends to use the same routés. The combination of this
knowlndga, awd an exeellout appreciation of Lhe .mmuw'ﬂ mw)h]mm; in
tho floads, ennbled COMIKIVDIV 53 to ponihim.\ hin forces to stop thin
crossing whenever the Viet Cong attempted it, as he was almost bound
to do. '

LCDR TOOLE feels that had the trap been sprung a few minutes
later, the results might have been much more spectacular in terms
of personnel casualties inflicted on the enemy., By waiting until
it was obvious that a major crossing was in progress, Petty Officer "
VLILLIAMS probably could have trapped more troops in midstream and

avoided warning those in the assembly area until it was too late to

make good an escape. ol

Hovever, COMRIVDIV 53 also feels that, with no knowledge tha:t.
this was a major crossing, Petty Officer WIILIAMS was correct in
closing tho sampan. As can be seen by numerous incidents during
the month, such as the one on 1 October on the Bassac, sampans anci/or
their occupants can quickly elude a PBR into the brush or shallow
v'vat.er if the ‘patrol does not intercept immediately.

Viet Cong sampans seldom venture far from cover unless they
are reasonably certain that no patrols are in the area. At the
time of the initial sighting the water was high, and the sampans
' could travel very close to the dense underbrush along the banks.S

Since the engagement, Viet Cong harassment of My Tho PBRs has -

r '
7 CTE 116.1.3.1 msg 3118552 OCT 66 and interview with LCDL M. K.
T00LL, USN at My Tho, 2 NOV 66
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been intensified, and the patrols are often taken under fire almost
as soon as they are under way.

The Viet Cbng attempted to sink the ammunition Jjunks befope
they were blown up, which indicates that they prized these highly.
thile their personnel losses, other than the two confirmed kills,
are only a matter of conjecture, it seems reasonable to term them
‘"heavy", especially in view of the large pools of blood observed |
during the anlvage operation that followed the engapgement.,

ivaluallon of the operatdon by CONUSHMACV wao exprcsaadl to the
forces involved as follows:

WWESTHORELAND SENDS

SUBJ: CONGRATULATORY MISSAGE _

" AGGRESSIVEZ ACTION BY PELK'S OF RIVER SECTION 531 AND

HELICOPTERS OF DETACHMENT 25 PAID HANDSOMZ DIVIDENDS ON

NIGHT OF 31 OCTOEER NEAR MY THO IN DINH TUONG. IN

COMPLSTELY DISRUPTING LARGE SCALE RIVILL CLROSSING BY VC

AND SINLING MANY SAMPANS AND JUNKS; GAME VAKDEN HAS HURT

THE ENEMY AGAIN. 6 ¢ :

HIARTY CONGHATULATIONS."
KUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GROUP

Operations in the lwung .Sat Speclal Zone during the month of
October were characterized by ambushes by both aides and incii_cat.ions
of increased enemy activity in the area.

Evidence of even more intensive enemy activities in the months
to come is shown by discovery of Viet Cong documents indicating a
reorganization of its forces in the KSSZ on 20 October, with emphé.sis

on river mining and ambush,
Three Viet Cong platoons, which had operated separately in the

. coﬁusmcv msg 0313472 NOV 66
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CONFIDENTIAL

Rung Sat, plus a recoilless rifle element were reformed as a company
size element to be known as "Unit Three", consisting of a Command .
Comnittee, Administrative Staff, a reconnalssance platoon, 75mm
recoilless rifle and 81imm mortar platoons ani a River Mining Sduad. '

The mission of Unit Three, established by a conference held
after the mining of a U.S. LCM=3 on 7 October, is to conduct "Quick
and Clean" offensive operation§ against shipping along the Long Tau,
Nha Be and Song Dua Riveta.7

The first action of the month of October involved six SEALs
from Nha Be who were inserted in an ambush site 17 miles southeast
of Nha Be at the junction of three streams running between the Go '
Gia lidver and the Hea Pay Wivor at 1845 on 3 Octuhcr;

The SEALs were subdivided .into three two-man teams, sited
about 15 yards apart in a munner vhich would provide effective
fields of fire on all three streams,

At 1935 a heavily-laden sampan, with two or three occupants,
was sighted heading northwest in the Bach San. One man was in ihc
bow, rifle at the ready. The boat approached the ambush site
cautiously and silently as if searching for something or someone,

As the sampan reached a poéition within six to eight yards |
of two of the SLAL Lcoms, they opened fire on the boat, The occue
panbe wore knocked from Lhé pampan and their todies sank 1nm6djnte]y.
There were two, and possibly three, persons in the boat.,

The sampan was allowed to drift from the area since the SliALs

7 COMUSMACV msg 1609302 NOV 66 = Data taken from 50 Viet Cong docu-
ments captured by elements. of 3d Bde, Lth Inf on 15 Nov 66
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noted a flame sputtering in the boat and thought that this might be

- the fuse on & demolition charge. 1t was later evaluated as & burning

\

tracer bullet.
One SGAL was slightly wournded in the foray, ¢ithor by hostile

fire or by fire from the pnrty of Lha nortliwest bank of tho lach

san, The SEALs extracted from the area, to return the next, mérning.
Lt 000 the next day, the SEAL team returned in gn 1CH=-3 and

found a CHICOM carbine sticking muzzle down in the mud, Despite an

. intensive search of the area, the sampan was not located. FKesults

of the incident were: two (possibly three) Viet Cong killed, one"
SEAL wounded and one carbine captured. (CTG'116.1 msg OL 14252 OCT 66)

~Oonb October at 0930, the U.S. advisor aboard a Vietnamese mine-
sweeping motor Jaunch reported that Viet ‘Cong had attempted to mine
the MLMS, and then had taken it under fire six miles huP of Nha Vo

in the long Tau River.

Two U.S. Navy MSBs in the vicinity were alsv taken under small

‘arms and automatic weapons fire from the bank., The SEALs were '

dispatched from Nha Be to provide additional fire support, as the :
RSSZ Senior Aavisor.ordered the Long Tau helo fire.team into the
area. -

',The SEAL team arrlved on the scene at 0945 ard conducted recon=
naissance by fire as a fixed wing air strike was called in and U.S.
Army.artillery fire from a battery at Than Tom Hiet was Qirected
into the area of the enemy fire. )

Through the combined efforts of air, sqé ard ground forces, the
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: Viet. Cong f:.re was quickly suppressed and the minesweepers resumed
". operations. (CTG 116.2 meg 0608302 0OCT 66)

' At 2045 the same da.y, PBRs L5 and 67, enroute from Nha Be to
..Cat ‘Lo, took five mortar rounds i‘rom an undet.ermined location
"ashore, about 15 miles sout.heast of Kha Be. The first round landed
ahead of the f:.rst boat,  PBR 67, and the second close aboard, while
..the third landed close aboard t.he 45 boat. As t_he patrol gained
speed, the last. two rounds hit well astern.

PBR 67 susta,med a radio casualty from the second round, while
" PBR h5 was hit by shrapnel 'wh:.ch did no significant damage. There -
were ho pomoxmel c.mulll,leu and Lhe boats contimwed thelr traneip.
(CTG 116.2 mag 0614252, OCT 66) . A

On the mght of 7. October, the’ SEAL LCM-B, on the way to set
up an ambush, was taken under fire by mortars » automatic weapons
and small arms fire in the mangrove swa.mp about six mlles eoutheast =
of Nha Be,

The first indication of the attack came when a mortar round
landed about. 150 yards ahead of the LCM. This was followed by
‘unusually accurate automatic weapons am small arms fire from the
beach, | |

The LCI*l was hi£ by one mex'tar roeml near tho starboard ,30
caliber mount, about 3/4 of ﬁhe boat's length from the bow. The .
boat returned t..he ‘fire apd turned f.o .clear the area despite engineering
and steerﬁg difficulty, and a helo fire team and a flare aircraft
Were called ixe. i '

3 A <" CONFIDENTIAL
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| The ICM proceeded to a Regional Force c;utpost where five
critically wounded personnel were evacuated to Nha Be by helicopter.
The LCM, with ten less serious;y wounded aboard, was cscorted by a.

~ PBR patrol and two MSBs and returned to Nha De under its own power,

Because of the heavy casualties suffered by the SEALs, the .
ambush mission was abélndoned. Had it been carried on,. it'r;vrobably
would have resulted in heavy contact with the enenw,. because at 0240
.'the next day, a PBR patrol was taken under heavy and accurate auto-
matic weapons ard small arms fire from a position less than 100
yards. from the proposed SEAL ambush site on the west bank of the
Song Dua, .

The PBEs cleared the area and returnéd. the enemy fire, which,
unlike previous night firing incidents, was ac?:urate and well direéted.
In the past PBks noted that the Viet Cong generally fired high and
well astern of the moving boats;

One of the boats, PER 74, sustained some minor hits which did
not affoct hor ability to carry out her mission, (CIG 116.2 mag ~
0718152, 071932Z and 0800512 OCT 66)

At 1110 on the same day, a POR patrol in the long Tau River,
;.bout 14 miles southeast of Nha Be, sighted a quarter-inch wire
leading into the brush from the river's edge Jjust downstream from. ’
an LkF/PF outpost, . .

.Vietna.mese authorities dispatched a platoon from RF Company 959
to investigate the diecoirery. This cox;xpany had earlier found a ten
. kilo mine and food and fresh water in this same general area. The
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VieLnamcée troops traced the wire into the river And‘found a large
mine which was recovered by the prloulva Oxdnnnce Dinpooal toam -
from Nha Be. : ‘

The KF platoon also fourd a well-laid ambﬁah site with tﬁree
foxholes, aiming stakes, & claymore mine facing the river and ‘two
spools of wire,

Regional Force Company $08, acting on an intelligence report,
later found three more largelwater mines in the vicinity,

On 23 October MSB-52 reported striking a submerged object with
oné or her screws, The nex. day an MSB patrol, on the Long Tau aix
miles southeast of Nha Be, sighted & mine on the east bank of the
river within a short distance from the previous day's incident. .

After the boats of Kiver Assault Group 22 reconnoitered the
area by fire, EOD personnel, embarked in PBis with the M3 element
01NC, 1ucovered a 24=-inch command dotonated mine with comnand
wires attached.

The 60-pound mine had two dents in its spherical surface and

-several bronze scrapings, indicating that this wés probably the

_ object struck by the minssweeper the previous date. Evidence (wire

length and the reported position of the object struck by MSB-52)
indicated that the mine had been planted about 70 yards from the
bank, an excellent position to mine an MSB cornducting a chain drag
sweep.

AL 1730 MaB A9 alghted a preon wira attached to a nylon line

lending into a small inlat about a mile and a half downsbream from
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the mine found earlier in the'day.

Once again the EQD team vas dispatched in PBRs as FAG 22 cone-
ducted reconnaissance by fire, This time the LOD tcam fourd a wire
leading up a small stream to a clump of bushes, where it was secured
vith sticks and mud. The wire was cut at the r:?.ver end, and the erd
appeared to match the wire found on the mine in the morning, '

thile standing out of Nha Be Harbor on ‘the night of 28 October,
the (AL team LCH=3 received sporadic small arms fire from the east
bank of the harbor, and then from two sampans attempting to cross
the harbor from the east bank, »

Two PBEs and a helo fire team were dispatched to the scene.

The LCH and the PBlis took the sampans under fire and destroyed one, 3w
The second sampan ran up the lhach Ong Thuoec and was los‘t. .

On 29 October at 2030, PBks 73 and 94, while patrolling 11 mileg
south of Nha Be on the Soirap, fecéivod automrtic weapons and small
arms {ire from both banks of the river.

At 2044, the GAME WAIDEN helo {ire team conducted roconnaissance
by fire along both banks, and at 2055 a C~47 flare aircraft illuminated
the area as the helicopters again reconnoitered with fire, The fire
team reported fire from several locations, and the (-47 saturated
the area vith her mini-guns,

During the engagement, which was possibly a Viet Cong river
crossing attempt, one helicopter took a .bullet in a rotor blade, |
but returned safely to its base,

3 46 3t *
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CONF1DENTIAL
COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FOLCE

BIACHED JUNK INCIDLNT

On 19 October at 1200, PCF 15 observed a large junk nuroﬁnd
40 miles southeast of DaNaﬁg. Its cargo was being offloaded by
approximately 300 persons who dispersed when PCF 15 approached.
Almost immediateiy, small arms fire was directed against PCF 15,

As PCF 15 returned the fire, other MARKET TIME units proéeeded into
the area to assist.

At 1315 an airstrike set. the junk afire. At about 1700, heli-
copters from Chu Lai lAnded U.S. Marines who swep@ the area, killing
one Viet Cong and capturing six Viet Cong suspects. The Marines
reported that the jink was 60% destroyed by fire aml that its cargo, '
consisting of coffee, beer, furniture, auto tires, baleé of cotton |
rags, bulk cardboard boxes, etc., valued at 10,000,000{VN (about.'
$25,000 U.S.), was littered about the beach. The Marines withdrew
abouf 2000, | - |

Three of the junk's crew were picked up in the liarine éweep;
the others made their way to DaNang during the fighting; Inter-
ropatlon of the crevmen revealad that the Junk and ita crew hnd
been capﬁured by 40 Viet Cong.

- The Junk "HAI KHOM" had been hauling legitimate cargo from
Saipon to DaNang when it was run aground deliberately on the nighic
of 18«19 October because of gngine;troubla; At dawn of the 19th,

the Viet Cong commandeered the junk and crew and set about offloading
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the cargo. The arrival of MARKET TIME forces foiled the Viet Cong'; .
plans and ailowed the crew to escape. |

Intensive investigation revealed that the beached junk incident
wat bob an dntilbration atbempl and that the junk's crew was Jmmcmwt}.rg

PACV/PBR COLLISION

On 5 October at about 2020, PBR 44 and PACV 2 collided

9

about three miles west of Cat .I.p. Two crewmen on the PBR and one
on the PACV sustained minor injuries. Both boats sustained heavy
damage; however, 'both returned to Cat Lo under their own power,

At 1950 PBRs 43 and L4 were returning to Cat Lo.aft.er PBR 43 AL
had experienced radar failure while enroute to their Long Tau River
patrol arca. PHI 44 was the forward boat with masthead, recognit'ion
and running lights showing. The patrol was moving. at a speed of.

20 knots,

‘PM':V' 2 departed Cat Lo at 1955 proceeding at an estimated 20
knots on the starboard side of the cha.nnél, running darkened in
accordance with opcrating ipstructiéna. A moving contact was detected
on radar and visually bearing 345° (relative) npproxinmtel).r.soo ).'urdo . _
away. PACV 2 went Iinto a starboard turn, evaluating the situation as
a port to port passing, Vhen the contact, PRR 44, waa‘100 to 200 -

yards away, the PACV bepgan ditching (setting the craft down into the

8 comiavrorv msg 2200302 OCT 66 . - ! " 2

9 Investigation to inquire into the circumstances surrounding the
collision of PACV 2 and PBK 44 at about 2020 hours on 5 October
1666, near Vung Tau, Republic of Vietnam by Lieutenant Commander

. Joseph E., WALL, USN, 305412/1100 with NAVFORV FIRST ENDOKSEMENT
FF5-16/07.1:alp 5830 ser 2698 dated 14 Nov 66 ;
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water) which is the fastest method of bringing the craft to a stop.
Just prior to the collision PER 44 appearcd to be tur'nin;j, hard - loft,.
The PACV's port bow sec.tion. struck the PER ahidships on the
starboard side., The impact threw one. PACV crewman into the water,
He was immediately recovered. Personnel on PER 44 did not see PACV 2
until it was 10 to 20 yards off the starboard side. The PBR coxswain’
had turned his boat to port an estimated ten degrees just before |
impact.
After the collision the two boats separated with PER 43 coming
.nlonp,side PRI 44 to ésaist and take on the injured crewmen. THLU 44
returned to Cat Lo using the port engine, PACV 1 stood by to assft_st‘ ‘
PACV 2, but event.ué.lly the damaged craft successfully lighted oi‘i‘- o
her engines and returned to Cat Lo, .
MOKTAR EXPIOSION ABOARD PCF 9
Three crewmen of PCF 9 were killed and ‘two were wbuﬁded' when
the boat's €1mm mortar exploded on buard at 0936 on 1€ October.
FCF 9, in a position one-half mile off the east cohst 91‘ Phu Quoe
Island » was firing mortar rounds in support of U.3. Special lorccs
operations when the fatal accident occurred. Minutes before the
explosion a white phosphorous mortar round had been fired success-
fully. At the command to fire a high explosive x;ounﬂ s PCF 9 suffered
" an explosion v':hich was observed by personnel on board PCF 6 and PCF
73 stationed some two and four miles away respectively. The inf&'cérte.r
was totally destroyed. The after .50 caliber machine gun was. blown
" over the side &nd tl.xe after deck section of the craft was damaged ,
39 | . CONFIDENTIAL
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extensively.

An investigating board found no evidence of malpractice,
negligence or misconduct on the part ot vhe crew. All cartridges
and fuzes aboard PCF 9 were removed and rcg_.,arded as "“suspicious" :
until checked out by the Naval Ordnance Systems Command. '

EVASION AKD HOSTILE FIﬁE INCIDENTS

-The following is a chrohology of significant evasion or hosti‘le
fire ineidents that occurred during October: |

10 = At 1000 PCF 10 fired on an evading sampan which had

ignored warning signals 45 miles east of An Thoi off the_
kien Giang Sector coast. Upon receivirg direct fire the
sampan ceased to evade and subsequently was boarded and
searched, The occupants stated that they had evaded
because of fear. Nothing suspicious was found although
there was some evidence that one person may have swum
ashoro during the evasion attempt., The sampan ’Was released,

« At 1715 USCGC POINT ELLIS closed several junks 50 yards off
the beach 75 miles northwest of DaNang. POINT LLL1S had
closed to 1,000 yards when.the Junks beached ard the occu-
pants-disembarked. No further action was taken since
POINT ELLIS was unable to determine the character of the
personnel,

= At 2045 PCF 17 picked up a Viet Cong suspect who had
attempted to evade by swimming ashore from his basket
boat 78 miles rorth of Qui Nhon, Subsequently, the suspect

Lo CONFIDENTIAL
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~ Jumped overboard from the PCF ard arain attempted to swim

18 =

27 -

28 -

31 -

ashore. Despite repeated calls to atop, and warning shots,
the man continued swimming into shallow water. Finally,
he was taken under direct fire and disappeared into the
water, ,
At 2315 PCF 39 received automatic weapons and recoilless
rifle fire near the mouth of the Co Chien Liver 60 miles
southwest of Vung Tau. At 2350 PQF 39 reentered the area
ard again received firo. PCF 39 responded with ,50 caliber
ard 81mm mortar'fire. USCGC POINT LEAGUE supported PCF 39
with mortar fire and a GAME VAIDEN helo provided illumina-
tion, Threo fires wore observed as a result of the Hi and
WP mortar fire. Enemy casualties were unknown.
At 1630 PCF 68 received hostile fire off the east coast
ofithe Cau Mau' Peninsula while investigating Jjunks in the
mouth of a river 165 miles southwest of Vung Tau. PCF 68}‘_
supported by USCGC POINT GAI{4ON, refurned the firée destroying
two junks and damaging seven. Eﬁemy casualties were unknown,
At 0152 PCF 68, in the above area, closed to investigate a
suspicious radar contact heading north along the beach..'
then the J(mk was illumimt.ed; it was abandoned by its
single occupant who ignored warning shots. Direct fire
on the Jjunk ﬁroducéd a socondary explosion which QOSLroyed
it. Tho fate of the Viet Cong suspect was unknown, SR
At 0835 PCF 75 fired on an evading basket boat 20 miles

b x CONFIDENTIAL
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south of DaNang after signals to stop were ignored., The
boat was beached and its single occupant fled. The boat
was destroyed.

GUNFINE SUPPORT MISSIONS
MARKET TIME forces conducted eight gunfire support missions

during the first ten days of October in support of Operation LEE

in an area 80 miles southeast of Dalang. :

| 3 = From 1240 to 1300 PCF 55 oxpended 22 ;ounda of Q1mh.high
explosive mortar on Viet Cong element; engaging units of
the 2nd AKVK Division. This was in responso to an urgent
request of a U.S. Maripe spotter who reported that target
coverage was excellent,

- From 1610 until 1730 PCF 21 conducted an urgent gunfire

support mission for 2nd ARVR units by expending 21'roﬁnda..

of 8imm mortar fire as PCF 11 acted as an exfiltratibn
patrol, .

4 - At 0821 PCF 77 expended 27 rounds of mortar in support
of kepublic of Korea Mariues; iwsults were unknown,

- At 1730 PCF 21 scored two direct hits on Viet Cong resiﬁ-
tance points while expending five rounds of 81mm mortar
in support of ARVN 2nd Division operations. Three Viet
Cong were killed and’tnree bunkers were destroyed.

7 - At 1500 PCF 21.neutralized three targets with 24 rounds
of 81mm mortar fired in support of ALRVN operations.A Viet
Cong casualties were unknown, |
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At 1200 PCF 14 delivered 22 rougds of €1mm mortar fire
in response to a U.S. Marine spotter's request. Lesults
were unknown. |

At 1345 PCF 77 responded to an AKRVN urgent rgquest for
gunfire support by firing 12 rounds of.81mmfmortar on
Viet Cong ambush elements. The target was neutralized’

but enemy casualties were unknown,

- At 1425 PCF 77 again supported ALVN forces by expen@ing'

650 rounds of .50 caliber fire., Results were unknown.

Other MARKET TIME naval gunfire support missions during October

were as follows:

3 -

At 2030 USCGC POINT JEFFEESON expended 26 rounds of ' &1mm
mortar in defense of a coastal village 68 miles nortﬁeastl
of Vung Tau which came under a Viet Cong mortar attéck.‘
The Viet Cong terminnted the attack at 2230, Lnomy |
casualties were unknown, .
At 0420 PCF 80 acsisted ARVN forces under attack 28 miles
north of Nha Trang by firing six 81mm mortar illumination
rounds. The Viet Cong attack was broken. Enemy
casualties were unknown,
From 1420 to 1525 PCF 72 and USCGC POINT COMFORT expcndéd
109 rounds 9f 81mm mortar against Viet Cong machine gun
and mortar emplacements 55 miles east of An Thoi on the'
coast of Kien Giang Province. An 1-19 spotter ;eported
one bunker ard three structures were destroyed and five _
13 CONFIDENTIAL
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other structures were damaged, Enemy casualties were
: unknown, | | :
13 - F'rom 0000 to 0315 PCF 80 supported a Popular Force unit
under attack 30 miles north of Nha Trang by firing 57
-mortar rounds, Ten Viet Cong were killed and three
Popular Force troops were wounded,
14 = At 1120 PCF 6 began providing gunfire support for a
| Kegional Force/Popular Force unit under repeated Viet
Cong attacks 35 miles northeast of An Thoi. The MARKET
TIM: unit expended 42 rounds of 8imm HE mortar and then
stood by until relieved by PCF 12. i{owever, no further
gupport was needed and the incident was terminated at
1200, anonw cagsunltioa were unknown,
- At 1230 USCGC POINT KENNEDY expended 58 r.ounds of 8imm -
mortar and 1,200 rounds of .50 caliber in support of '
Coastal Group 34 units under sutomatic weapons éttack
35 miles southwest of Vung Tau. Enemy casualties were
unknown, |
MARKET TIME units provided naval gunfire support for U.S,
opecial TForcees on Operation PLPPER BUSH in three actions occurring;
on the east coast of Phu Quoc Island 18 miles north of An Thoi,
| 16 - At 2115 PCF 9 expended 31 rounds of 81mm mortar in support
of U.S. Special Forces under attack., Viet Cong casualties
were one killed and two wounded, Four or f:;we huts were
destroyed. |
W | CONFIDENTIAL
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17 - At 1215 PCF 6 fired on Viet Cong troops and foxholes at
the request of U.S. Special Forces., The aerial spotter
reported 95% target coverape but annﬁy casualties wefo

unknown,

10 = At 0356 PCF 9 exponded nino rounds of 8imn mortar ngainbt ‘ 
Viet Cong troop areas and structures with unknown results,'-

26 - At 1136 PCFs 5 and 6 and USCGC POINT YOUNG provided cover

for Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) and U.S.
Special Forces (USSF) porsonnel who were engaging an
unknown number of Viet Cong. After contact was broken
the. MARKET TIMS units extracted the friendly forces and
provided transportation to An Thoi .for one CIDQ and one
ULOF vioundod. Threo of the Viet Cong were killedj one
C1DG troop was killed. |

The final gunfire support mission of October was conducted a'.‘t..
HLBO on the 26th .when USCGC POINT JEFFERSON and USCGC POINT LOMAS
fired 97 rounds of 81mm mortar against Viet Cong bunkers and huts
68 miles southwest of Vung Tau. One i)unker and two huts were
damaged while enemy personnel casualties were unknown.

OPERATIONS | '

On 28 October at 1720, PCF 21 discovered the cargo junk DAl LOI
aground 60 miles northwest of DaNang and requested that U.S. Marine
forces investigate t‘he- Junk. A Marine landing party went ashore at
2115 and reported that. the Junk was empty of cargo with the entire

crew standing by the vessel. No contact with the Viet Cong was made.,
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The DAI 10I had been chartered by the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) to haul fertilizer from Dalang to
Cau Viet, The junk was returning to DaNang after having delivered
its cargo when the engine failed, causing the vessel to run aground,

Subsequent attempts to salwage‘the junk were unsuccessful and
finally it was abandoned,

Surfline operations were conducted off the coast of Phuoc Tuy
Province throughout the month. These operations consisted of
anciorlng one WPB and two PCFs in areas of high infiltration proba-.
bility during periods of high tide at night. Vith a Dili assisting,
all cqntacts were boarded whenever sea conditions permitted. In all
cases contacts were closely inspected., Surfline operations in
October failed to uncover any infiltration attempts.

MARKET TIME units sﬁpported'Operations ILD CAMELIA and THAYER
throughout the month in addition to Operations IRVING (2-24 Oct),
LEE (2-10 Oct), 1st Battalion 7th Narines (11-15 and 18-20 Oct),
and Operation PEPPER BUSH, a continuing operation by U.S. Special
Forces on Phu Quoc Island, The most notable success of the month

was Oporation 1EVING in B;nh Dinh Province in which 32, Viet Cong

suspects were detained, Thirty—three of these detainees are confirmed

Viet Cong to date. MARKET TIME support consists primarily of infil- »

tration/exfiltration patrols.

Two search and rescue operations wﬁre conducted, On 25 October
at 1260, PCF 87 lost a crevman ove;board 50 miles southwest of Qui-
Nhon. The man apparently suffered a aeizufe, fell over the side
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and sank ten seconds after hitting the water., An intensive air/sea
search failed to locate the body.

On 29 October at 1340, PCF 56 lost a crewman over the side
while transiting the Hue River mouth in heavy surf éonditions.a An
intensive search by aircraft and two PCFs failed to locate the body.
At 0730 on 31 October, Legional Force/Popular Force trodps aiscovered
the body on the beach. o

MARKET TIME UNIT CHANGES

Nine PCFs arrived ine-country during the month to bring the
total number to 82, The two remaining PCFs are expected to arrive
during November,

USS VEENON COUNTY (LST-1161) relieved USS VESTCHESTER COUNTY
(LST-1167) on 4 October as the support unit off the Ca Mau Peninsula.
USS SALISBURY SOUND (AV-13) established the Cam Ranh Bay seadrome
on 8 October and diséstablished it on the 27th, i

On 20 October PACVs 1, 2, and 3 completed a 30-day MARKET .TIME
evaluation and were chopped to CIF 116 for GAME VALDEN evaluation,
Cenerally, the evaluation showed that the PACVs, As pressntly cone
figured, have a very limited application in MARKET TI!-IE'operationé.' g

STABLE DOOR harbor defense forces consisted of 24 officers and
430 enlisted men at the end of the month., Construction of semi-
permanent facilities to receive SEA., SHARP personnel and Advanced
Base Functional Components 1s now 85% complete, The new unita
eventually will replace the Mobile Inshore Undersea Viarfare
Surveillance (MIUWS) units., Four additional ICPL MK XI patrol boats
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arrived in-country bringing the total to 14,

Tau and three were sent to Nha Trang.

tiated at Nha Trang on 2 October.

One was sent to Vung

1CPL boat patrols were ini- .

The Officer-in-Charge of the

Inshore Undersea Varfare Group One, WESTPAC Detachment, arrived

in=country on 30 October. The detachment will becoms operational

on 15 November,

The following Seventh Fleet units operated as a part of

Oporation MARKET TIME during .ue following_incluaiﬁe dates in

October 1966:

DER 397 Uss
DZR 322 Uss
DER 386 Uss
Diic 393 uss
Duh 251 Uss
DER 400 Uss
DER 328 Uss
DER 325 Uss
MCS 7 Uss
M5C 198 Uss
MSC 289 Uss
MSC 209 Uss
MSC 206 Uss
M50 510 Uss
MSO 427 Uss
MS0 436 Uss
MSO 463 Uss
MSO 46L Uss
MSO 446 Uss
1SO L49 Uss
MSO 456 Uss
MSO 457 UsS
IST 1161 uss
IO 1107 IRS]

WIILHOITE
NEVELL
SAVAGE
HAVERFIELD
CAMP
HISSEM
FINCH

LOWE
EPPING FOREST
PSACOCK
ALBATHOSS
\\CODPECKER
WARBLER
ADVANCE
CONSTANT
ENERGY
PIVOT
PLUCK
FORTIFY
IMPERVIOUS
INFLICT
IOYALTY
VERNON COUNTY

WESTCHEATER  COUNTY

DATES

(1=27)

(1-10) (27-31)
(1-19) (29-31)
(19-31)

(1-9) (17=31)
(1-18)

(9-31)
(10-28)

(1-6)

(1-31)

(1=31)
(26=31)

(1-8)(21-31)
(18-31)
(6=31)
(8-21)
(8-31)
(8-31)

(1-8)

(4=31)

(1-3)
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U. S. NAVAL SUPPOLT ACTTVITY, SAIGON
The posture of logistiéal support throughout the command
improved steadily, but NAVSUPPACT detachments were plaguéd_by a
lack of spare parts for vehicles. This si?uation was caused by 5
a lack of parts kits which usually accompany vehicles, difficulty
in obtaining parts manuals and thoe fact thal Advanced DBase .
Functional Component (ABFC) parts do not always match on-hand
vehicles. To correct this eituation,.all ABFC parts have been
recalled to bé centrally located, Standard items:are being
reissued from these stocks to all detachﬁents and higher echelon
parts are available on request. A representative was sent to :
Hawali/l'ort Hucneme to inveotigate the ponoibility of hotter
coordination of parts procurement procedures,
Other command -wide problems include: shortages of maintenance
pursonnel; doficlonclus in range and dopth of spares applicable to
WPB/PCF/PBR load lists; and the lack of lift capability at Cam Ranh
| Bay, Qui Nhon ard Cat Lo. Every effort is being expended to resolve
these shortfalls as expeditiously éé possible,
Progress was being made during October in logistical support
of STABLE DOOR (harbor defense operations). Inlitial outfitting of - ,"f
‘spares for the craft have been received, identified{ binned and
stock recorded. The three MARKET TIME detachments, Cam Eanh, Qui
Nhon ard Cat 1o, haye been tasked to support STABLE DOOR units
located within their perimeters. The site at Nha Trang is being
constructed with the assistance of Naval Construction Regiment '
49 ' : CONFIDENTIAL
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personnel. Penéing arrival of permanent STABLE DOQR personﬁ;l, _
Mobile Inshore Undersea lViarfare Surveillance (MIUV'S) units are
handling the operational functions.

Supply support at the bases was highlighted by a number of
niunjficgnt improvemonts. Adds for storing spares in bins aboard
YFNB 9 at Can Tho were installed, The new messing facility at
the Can Tho villa is now operating. Long Xuyén received tailored
mess and galley equipment te provide a feeding, capabilit& that
was lost when existing faciiities were washed out during the
recent flood season. The MARKET TIIE South Support Project was .
completed at An Thoi. All PCF/\PB material was identified, binned
amd stock recorded, Deficiencies were deiermined and requisitions
prepared.

Mine counter-measures improved at Nha De as repair parts ard
maintenance facilities moved aboard YFNB 16. Construction of per-
manent facilities there was begun during the month. However, well
drilling at Nha Be continued to present a challenge, Digging to.
138 meters produced first salt water, then dust. The contractor is
drilling again in a final attempt go find water., At Cat lo a Qell
120 meters deep produéed no water and drilling at a new site was
begun,

Other items of construction progress for the month include:

a small boat pier at Kha Trang; a T-17 membrane for helicopter
landing at Nha Be; an access road to the communications station
on Con Son Island; construction of an interim communicétiona
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facility at Cam Tanh Bay.

delivered to Nha Be alone

Some measure of progress is indicated

' | By the fact that over 96,000 pounds of construction materials were

by the Public vorks Department.

Expansion of NAVSUPPACT Saigon responsibilities continued as

euppor£ was initiated for

the U.S. Naval Branch Oceanographic

Office. Support for the helo fire team at Vinh Llong is now

- Con Son Island were added

flight schedule, An Thoi
each.
At headquarters, the

for production of The Jack

operational. Flights to provide 1ift for personnel and cargo to

to the regular MARKET TLME/GANE VAKDEN

and Qui Nhon were assiqnbd ono chaplain

NSAS Public Affairs Officer readied copy

staff, a newspaper to be issued the first

week of November. The bi-weekly newspaper is intended for distri-

bution to all Navy and Coast Guard personnel in 11, II1I ard IV

Corps Tactical Zones.

Approximately 700 per

sormel in MAVSUPPACT Saigon and supported

units advanced in rate as a result of August service-wide examinations.

Vork progressed on th

e Headquarters' Civic Action program as

wardgoon of fleera wiitewaslied almost the entdre achool for blind

girls in a single weekend.
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SALVAGE
Salvage efforts on SS EATON ROUGE VICTORY, mined in August in
the long Tau liiver, were delayed during the monyh, pending the
arrival of the patch being manufactured at Ship hehair Faeility,

. Suble Lay. The patch is expected to arrive in Vung Tau about 21

November,

Harbor clearance efforts continued in DaNang, on a "not to
interfere" basis, The ;bjective of these efforts is to remove an
ancient, rusty hulk in the main channel. Chains are used to cut
away badly rusted sectiono,.While strength members are cut by
torches. '

| Salvage of 5SS CLALKSIPUKRG VICTORY

On 12 October, SS CLARKSBURG V1CTOLY, proceeding south from
the mouth of the Long Tau Rivgr, struck a submerged wreck, charted
location one arnd one-half miles west of the shore at Vuné'Tau in

the immediate vicinity of buoy "2+,

CLAKKSBURG VICTORY suffered a L5-foot gash in the shell plzting

{
at the turn of the bilge on the starboard side, extending from frame

85 to the forward end of number four hold, which caused floodihg in”
the engine room to throttle platform level and flooded the shaft
alley through an open waterfight door. In addition, all four pro-

| peller blades were bent and nicked.

Harbor Ci;arance Unit One installed an external patch over the.

hole with stréﬂgbacks inside, dewatered the flooded spaces{wéih a

salvage pump and the ship's sﬁeam bilge pump (powered b} compressed
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COLFIDLNTIAL
air), poured a cement cofferdam patch over the inside of the damaged

area and shored the area.
With a towirig bridle rigged and a Marine Administration riding

erew aboard, CLARKSEULG VICTORY was ready for tow to Cam lanh Pay
for offloading, after which she will be towed to Singapore for

drydocking and repair.,
4 4t 4 I 4

53 CONFIDENTIAL




s

e

-

o e N | e

CONFIDENTIAL
THIID NAVAL CONSTRUCTION EBRIGADE

SeaBee construction efforts concentrated xminly' on building
air fields at Khe Sanh, Dong Ha and Chu lai, all in I Corps.

Initial setbacks were enco.untered on the airfield upgrading
projects both at Khe Sanh and Dong Ha because of defective MEA1
matting which cut aircraft tires, A¥-2 matting was substituted
and both airfield projects were completed, with the Khe Sanh
airfield being finished three days ahead of scheduls,

At Chu lai the crosswind.runway. was completed and dedicated
during the month, | '

Construction of Air Force Tiger Hound facilities at khe Sanh v

were delayed by late material delivery. SeaBee forces have been ' °

on site for the work since early September, but the“lack of Mterial ot

has delayed construction of bunkers at this project.

As the monsoon season approached 1 Corps, a major effort was:
expended to ensure adequate warehousipg of supplies. ,"A’ddif.ic'mé.lly,_‘
Line of Communications work and construction support of tactical .

oporations recelved more emphasis as the wel wseason began,

4 9 3 3% I

54 CONFIDENTJAL .

e L T PP o b o o - P . o s aon 14 B e .7.;..... A N S T i

P S



W et g, eecngmag. 3
= ey P e

CONFIDENT 1AL :
Us. S« NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, DANANG
Port throughput for DaNang during the month of October totaled '
24,0,255 measurement tons, almost 4,000 tons over the previous record.
Throughput for I Corps was a record 333,156 measurement tons, an

incrcase of almost 34,000 tons over the previous record. The overall

supply situation is progressing satisfactorily. Construction of K

reefer facilities has reached 98% of planned construction} there
aro no critical shortages, and general overall Class I situation
ic excellent, Construction of main supply depots is progressing
satisfactorily, with about 85% covered storage and 83% of open .
storago facilitien comploted. There are no critical dh'or:tagqg;
there were, however, scme shortages in 'lﬁmber ard“,timber, but

through substitution all demands were filled. The general situation

is satisfactory. Construction of the package POL site has continued

and is approximatély £0% complete, The package POL aituatioxi is
satisfactory. Bulk POL situation is satisfactory in DaNang but
there is some shortage of JP4 in Chu lai, The monsoon season and v
the increased consumption of JP4 in Chu lai have made regular
reéupply very difficult. The situation should improve when a 12"
sea load line and additional tankage are available on approximately
15 November 1566,

Maintenance of facilities in NAVSUPPACT DaNang is a growing
problem, Not only are more facilities being acquired daily, but
the; prcuorﬂ facilities are not contralized. Thoy are sproad
throughout the city of DaNang and surrounding countryside. 1In the
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main these consist of warehouses, barracks, office spaces, mess
decks and galleys, and POL storage. Construction varies from
Vietnamese built masonry private dwellings (used as billeting gng
office space), Dutler buildings, French built.army barracks,
"hooch2s" (wood frame, louvered, tropical barracks), quonset huts
and atrong back tents, The same lack of standardization is evident
in electrical amd mechanical fixtures and systems serving these
facilities. The acﬁual backlog of work, however, has stabilized

or been slightly reduced to 42.1 shop days. Materials, or the lack
of specific materials such as " éonduit fittings, 2" x 4" lumber,
augregatelror concrote, latex paint, ete., continue to be the major
.problem connected with facility maintenance. Acfion has £een‘taken
to provide the Supply Departmznf with a weekly list of preViousl&
ordered critical material for follow-up. AAother major problem is

lack of shop and space for the required work. Presently 628 men of

-
-~

the 818-man division work out of one Butler building and a few small 4

masonry offices in downtown DaNaﬁg. Upon completion of the mainte-
nance compourd at China Beach,.this problem will be correctéd. .
There has been a significant increase in CONUS shipping during
this period and projected arrivals appear moderately heavy through
the early part of November. Official opening of the ﬁeep Vater
Piers appears to have offset to some degree, the monsoon's adverse

effect on ship turn-around time in Dalang.

3 36 # ¥ #
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CIVIC ACTION AND PSYCHOIOGICAL OPEﬁATIONS

In DaNaﬁg two teams of eight men each are working in the two
city hospitals. Their tasks of renovating wards, cleaﬁing,and‘
teaéhing Janitorship to Vietnamese custodians have involved many
hundreds of man-hours and have fostered many Vietnamese-American
friendships, Three village assistance ‘teams (ViT) presently are
living in villages in the DaNang area. The three teams, composed
of 12 enligted men, are constructing 19 homes, in addition to
teaching English and hygiene, and holdiﬁg sick call twice daily .

to treat minor wounds and infeetions,

In the Nha Trang area, movies were shown by MARKET TIME forces

to young children., ILesscn plans for the PsyOps curriculum for the -

Naval Training Center, Nha Trang are A45% complete.. Loud speaker
operations were conducted in Van Ninh and Ninh Hoa Districts of :

Khanh Hoa Province.

In Qui Fhon, MARKET TIME units supported Operation ILEVING with

38 hours of tactical loud speaker operations., Sixteen Lnglish
classes were hel& and two classes on personal hygiene were held
in the Qui Nhon grade school, ‘

In the Vung Tau afea, 2? Engliéh classes were held with a
total of 450 persons attending and 14 dwellinps were constiucted
with 14 families moving in. '

In the Hung Sat Special Zone, 2,000,000 leaflets and five
loudspeaker missions resulted in four ralliers coming over~£o_the
GVN side in October. One cultural drama was staged this month.

57 UNCIASSIFIED
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VNN Hospital Ship HQ 400 was the backbone of the flood relief

program in the Mekopg Delta during October, Thousands 6f flood
victims were treated and almost 7,000 shots were given. An example
of this ship's growing reputation was illustrated in the village
of Phong My. Because of Viet Cong pressure, few villapers turned
out when the ship anchored in the morning. Later in the day,
however, the population came put in force; It was learned that a
_village eider had told the people to go to the Hospitai Ship for
medical help in spite of Viet Cong threats. On a prior visit the
ship's doctors hod saved the life of the elder's prandson,

1n conjunction vith a change in the rules of engagement for
. PBlis, 791,000 leaflets were distributed on the Cua Tieu and Cua
Dai Rivers, east of My Tho, Ninety thousand introductory-type
leaflets for support of PBRs conducting special flood relief
operations in Kien Tucng were delivered to Mce Hoa for hard dis-
tribution by PERs, National Police, Special Fo}ces and Kegional
Force/Popular Force units., '

Construction projects completed during report period, Those
only repaired or rencvated are marked with an R.

usy yril JOTAT,
o, lridges 3/11 0 3/11
b. Churchea/Temples/Papodas 1R 0 1R
c. Culverts 1 ' 0 1
d. Dwellings/number of 24/3L 1/10 ° 25/ul

families .

e. Dispensaries : 1/1R 0. 1/1R
f. leveling/grading prcjects 1 0 1
g. Hoads (tenth of km) 1=2/10 0 1=-2/10
h. Schocls/classrooms 1/2 0 1/2
i. Showers, public 1 0 1
Je Toilets, public - IA 0 4
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Medical treatments:

a, Ceoneral medicine 13,642

Lbe Dental 632

c. Surgery 31

e Tmarpancy ovacunlionn 122

e, Harelip operations 1

f. laboratery cultures 485

g Routine lab procedures 205

Health ard sanitation:

a. Classes on personal 5/110
hygiene/attendance

b. Immunizations 0

ce. lledical aides or 2
nurses trained

d, Physical examinations 0

e. Spray insecticide operations 8

Distribution of commodities (pqﬁnds

a,
b,
Ce
d.
€,
f.
B
h.
i,
Jo
ke
1.
me
N,
O,

P
q.

re
S,

(emont, , 1,566
Clothing . 1,255
Food . 95,397
Lumber (board feet): 161, 80
Medical, non-prescription 115
School kits (number) - 2,060
Soap 2,931
Tin Sheets (number) 541
Textile kits (number) 0
Paint (gallons) 160
PsyOps buckets (number) 1,105
Salad oil (gallons) 304
Scrap firewood (truckloads) 19
Liebar (pieces) 130
Nails 195
Oxygen/Acetylene (bottles) 9
NCh ration "leftovers" 41
(cases)
Tooth brushes (numberg 220
Personal kits (number 0

TOTAL

21,252 -
1,408
110
125

L
485
205

5/110
6,964,
2

7
8

unless otherwise specified): =

2,005
1,258,450
0

502
500 ° ¢

580
0

179
0

0
0
0
0
0
9
0

0
300

1,566

. 3,260
1,353,847 - -
161,960
iy R AT s

3,51
541
179
190

1,105
304

19
130
195

9
b1

220
300

Recovered goods redistributed to the people, Kien Tuong .
Province Flood Operation:

a,.
b,

Kice (pounds) . 500
Salt (pounds) ' 50

59

0

0

500
50
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Educational efforts: .
‘a. English clases 76/1,249

i

1/24

77/1,273

" Voluntary contributions in support of (Dong - 118 Dong to one
U.S. dollar):

a.
b.
Ce
d.

keligious ELO
Schools 89,340
Widowed officer's wife 2,500
Two (2) enlisted homes ‘
destroyed by fire . 3,880
Families in Phuoc Tien

involved in PACV incident 6,800

LI TR O

60

0
0
0
0
0

840
89a3h0'
2,500
3,880

6,800
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SPLCLAL HAMDLING RiSQUIKED
NOT hELEASABLE TO
FOKREIG! NATIONALS
NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP
VIETNAMESE NAVY

Captain Tran Van CHON was designated Commander-in-Chief of the
Vietnamese Navy on 31 October. Captain CHON previously has served
as CinC with the rank of Commander from 25 October 1957 to 1 Aupust
1656, He attended the U.S. Naval Var College in 1659-60, - Since
his return to Vietnam in 1960 he has not been associated vith the |
Vietnamese Navy. His most recent assignment was that of Commanding |
Officer, hegional Force Boat Group which is not uqder the operational
control of the Navy., Captain CHON has stated that the fir;t order; \ i
of business will be to take measures to improve the morale A":"and ‘dis-. » '
cipline of the Vietnamese Navy. A

The strength of the Navy at month's end stands at 15,557, This
inerease of 147 men over last month?s figure represents an increase
in the number of enlisted men assigned. Also, tLhe number of .desere :
tions has declined for the fourth consecutive month, with 59 for
October as opposed to 80 for September and 107 for August,

The contract for construction of a Headquarters Surveillance
Center in Saigon has been let as well as one for the installation',
of electric power on four piers at the Saigon Navel Base. No pro;:;roas
has been made on the erection of pre-fabricated buildings at Coastal
Naval Zone bases. Praliminary funds amounting 40,000,0003VN have

been allotted to the Navy for thé CY 1967 constructlon program,- 'the
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construction program for 1967 wns submitted to Lhe Joint General
Staff last month and is scheduled for review in November.

Five Yabuta Junks have been completed to date uﬁder éhe Junk
construction program. All have completed sea trials. Four Yabuta
Junks have been assigned to the Fourth Coastal Naval Zone amd one
to the Third Coastal Naval Zcne, An additional 55 Yabuta Jjunks
are authorized under this program,

On 15 Oclobor the Lhoglonal Force Bm\t_Compnnioa vore intepratod
into the Vietnamese Navy. The Regional Force Boat Companies' organi=-
zation is comprised of a headquarters, a traininy center, three
maintenance plétoons and 24 boat companies, with eight LCVP8 each, '
stationed in 20 provinces in the Third amd Fourth Riverine Areés.
Vietnamese Navy control cver the Legional Force Foat Companies is
limited to the administration of headquarters én] the trainirng unlts,
ard responsibility for the maintenance of all craft. The lLegional
Force/Popular Force Directorate maintains operational and logistic
control with the exception of 112 Navy-peculiar supply items,

OPERATIONS

Fleet Command PC/PCEs were utilized for coastal and river patrol, -

gunfire support, escort and medical/civic action operations in all
four Coastal Naval Zones and in.the Rung Sat Special Zone. These
units fired 14 guntire support winssions xﬁou]Ling in 21 Viel Cong
hll]qd, Lwo wounded and destruction of one enemy junk, 11 Viet Cong

structures and two bunkers,
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On 4 October, PCE 11 was sent to Tekere Island in the Fourth
Coastal Naval Zone to provi.de medical treatmgnt for 60 islanders
ﬁho vere suffering from intestinal disorders., PGlis were utilizefi L
for coastal and river patrol, gunfire support, logistic and psycho=-

logical operations in all four Coastal laval Zones and in. the liung

sat Spocial Zone, POH 615, which arrived in-country on 27 September,

has been turned over to the Vietnamese Navy and, on 24 Octobor, began .

a two-week ineport and underway training period.

On 2 October, while anchored at My Tho, LSSL 227 was heavily
demaged by two mines detonzted below the waterline on the port and
atarboard slidus (sce pupe 13)s The ohip wag powcd Lo "Ejaigon, and,
after a survey of the damage, was d‘ecémnissioned. MSCs were deployed
on coastal patrol in the 2rd and 3rd Coastal Ndval Zones. M1NSs
continued their daily sweep operations on the Saigon, Nha Be and
Long Tau kivers. On 6 October aut 1400 on the Long Tau id.ver, a
mine was detonated near MLHSs 155 and 157, Tﬁere were no personnel
casualties and damage to the craft was minor, |

On 13 October ISM‘(H) 400 began extensive medical and psycho-'’
logical operaticns at Cao lanh, Tan Chau, Hong lgu ard Chau Doc in
the Fourth Riverine Area. 1LSM(H) 401 is still being converted to
a Hospital Ship in Guam and will return to Saigon in November,

The overall availability of lcgistics ships for October was
97% for LSTs, L43% for LSMs anmd 68% for 1CUs, 'i‘he low percentage
of LsH avai.lability was caused by a bad generator on LSM 404 and
the loss of thé bow door 01;1 LSM 406 while underway. Of the 17 VAN
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logistics ships, an average of nine were in operation each day of

October., Each of the three LSTs conducted two logistical mission;
carrying a total of 1,965 tons of cargo amd 5,665 troops, Of fhe

two operational ISMs, one conducted seven logistical missions, and

the second carried out three missions. Their combined total for

the month was 922 tons of cargo and 5,080 troops. Three 1CUs carried

679 tons of cargo and 2,160 troops in 12 missions during October.
Total cargo lifted w;s 3,576 tons and total personnel lifted was
12,905, This was an increase of 1,410 tons of cargo and 7,202
troops éver September's totals. The mass personnel lift was the
result of moving troops to Saigon for National Day, 1 November,
logistics loading facilities in Saigon Harbor were agaiﬁ gignifi-
‘cantly diminished because Tu Do pier was utilized by the liest -
éerman Hospital Ship, HELGOLAND, during the entire month, L
The IDNN(UDT) continued to carry out its primary mission of
hydrographic reconnaissance and its secondary mission of hull
inspections in the Saigoh Port area amd cn special salvage opér;-
tions, On 29 September, the assistant IDNN U.S. advisor and two
IDIlNs participated in a weapons recovery operation near lai Khe'
vith the 16th Regiment of the 1st U.S. Infantry Division, Two .
M=79 grenade launchers, two M-16 rifles amd other miscollaneous
equipment were recovered, From 11 to 15 October, the asSisfant
IDKN advisor and 16 LDNN personnel conducted beach surveys at
Vung Ro (250 yards) and at Tuy Hoa (400 yardsj.
Fleet Command patrol ships continued to patrol in the vicinity
A CONFIDENTIAL = NOFORN:
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of those coastal groups most likely to be harassed by the Viet Cong s iy f
8o that immediate gunfire support would be available to them.’ - : | ;
Activities in the 1st Coastal Naval Zone were highlighted by
Coastal Gréup 15 units' participation in an operation relating to
the beached junk, "HAI KHOM". The action occurred ten kilometers

northwest of Coastal Croup 15,

T st e T 0 R B 0 na

In the 2rd Coastal Naval Zone on 18-19 October,.Cogstal Group
23 took part in an operation five kilometers north of its base at ;
Song Cou. Ono Viet Cong was killed and ten were detained. Ammunitién,
two MHausoer riflos and five gronndoﬁ were captured,

Coastal Groups 34 and 37 of the 3rd Naval Zone comducted a search

'operation ten kilometers southwest of their base at Tiem Ton on '12
October. The Junkmen destroyed thiree defensive works and 50 Dundil : I
traps. They placed a grenade booBy trap in a small tunnel and,'
after withdrawing from the area, heard an exblogion. They then L2l
bombarded tﬁe position. Viet Cong casuﬁlties were unknown, On 19 ;
October Coastal Group 36 and a raider platoon of Vinh Binh conducté& :

an operation on Cu lao Dung Island at the mouth of the Fassac River,

Frlemily casualties Wore one Junlman s1ipghtly woundoed with om . E.,' " |

raider killed and three wounded. TFive Viet Cong were killed (confirmed

by body count) and five Qounded were carried away by their comrades.
.Four motorized Jjunks, one East German rifle and a quantity K of docu-
ments were captured, '

Junks of Coastal Groups 42, 46 ard 47 in the Lth Coastal Naval

Zone teamed vith a U.S. Special Forcéa unit from's to 11 October to
65 CONFIDENTIAL - NOFORN
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conduct an operation on the coast of Phu Quoc Island near the village
of Cua Cons Coantal Uroup forces cupburald one homemade gun and Lhiree
anti-persommel mines and hguiubhd In the denbtyruction of a ounﬁb;nr

. rice and 15 houses,

During October, two major operations were conducted within the =
Third KRiverine Area and seven operations within thé Rung Sat Special
Zone., On 27 October the 46th ALVN liegiment, with the support of 11
craft of Kiver Assault Groups 34 and 28, began Operation AN DAN 239/66l
fi;c kilometers west of Thanh Phu, The ALVN unit suffered 23 killed
and three wounded while the RAG units incurred no casualties, Fifty
Viet Cong were killed (body count). Four tons of ammunition, 400
grenades, and a number of documents were captured, ‘

Third Riverine Area craft were subjected to geveral mine and
recollless rifle attacks, On 4 Octobor o Fronch Overseans Marine
(FOM) craft of HAG 22 was mined approximately 15 miles southeast
of Nha Be in the Long Tau channel. The explosion lifted the craft
20 feet into the air, breaking it into five pieces. The Lhree
Vietnamese Navymen aboard were killed, A reaction force sweeping
the riverbanks discovered a bunker with wires leading from it to.
the river. .

On 25 October at 0900, a VIN econvoy of 20 boats, escorted by
seven KAG units, was ambushed from both banks of a canal in Bac Lieu
Provincé; LCVP 2050 was sunk after being hit by a 57mm recoilless

rifle round, One Vietnamese sailor was wounded,

Twenty~one ma jor operations were conducted in the Fourth liverine -
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Area during the month, six of vhich were supported by lleet Comménd
units. On 24-25 October, 11 craft of LAGs 23 and 31 took ﬁart in
Operation LONG PHI 990/SD organized by the Gth ALVN Division north

" of Cau Long. 1SSL 228 and LSM 538 provided gunfire and troop support.

Two Vistnamese Navymen were wounded, One ALVN soldier was killed
and 14 were wounded., Twelve Viet Cong were killed and eight suspects 3
vere detained. A quantity of amnmunition wés captured while one -.)
liaison station-and ten tons of rice were destroyed,
MAINTENANCE AND SUPPLY

Koutine maintenance practices in VLN do not meet the minimai 5,
standards required fer effeciive operation of equipmenﬁ.- However,
brogress is expected in this area as a result of increésed atten- .
dance at courses at the Naval Advanced Training Center. Aléo; U.S. .
advisors continued to emphasize trainivng in the area of maintenance,
The project to establish supply depots at the major repair fagilities
is at a standstill, The removal of scrap metal from the;Supply

Centor/Shipyard complex continues to progress satisfactorily. The

4Supply Center advisor has informed the Commanding Officer of the

Vietnamese supply system that shieet motal, angls iron and pipe will
no lenger be procured for.the VNN until storage areas are cleaned
and on hand material is properly stored. No action has been taken
by the Vietnamese supply officers, |
VIETNAMESE MARINE COKPS
Brigade Ferce Alpha, comprised of a headquarters, the 2nd and
5th Vietnamese lMarine Battalions, and Art;l;ery Battery C, was ‘
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comnitted to Operation.lAM SON 318 from 3 to 15 October in the 1
Corps Tactical Zone. .Opposition was not encountered until 1400 on
6 October when contact was made with an entrenched North Vietnamese
Army force in a heavily vegetated area eight kilometers vest of
Highway 1. The ensuing battle resulted in three Vietnamese Marines
killed and four wounded, On 8 Octoter the 2nd Battalion gilled
four Viet Cong, ceptured two and seized three individual weapons
with a mixture of ammunition. Approximately 60 shallow graves vere
found which contained Viet Cong dead, possibly a result of air
strikes on the 6th. On the night of the &th, the'brigade force
received light mortar and small erms fire. On 13 October Brigade
Force Alpha became the reserve for LAM SON 318, occupying positioné
astride lighway 1 about tl.ree kilometers séuth of Gio Lirih,- '

On 14 October Brigade Force Bravo's command group relieved th;t :
of bripade Force Alpha, The Commander, staff members and advisors
of Bripade Force Alpha returned to Saipgen on 15 Octobers .Task Force
Alpha results for LAM SON 318 were seven Viet Cong killed, four
captured and three individual weapons captured, 'F;iendly casualties
“were five Vietnamese Marines killed and'12 wounded,

From 25 through 29 October, Brigaae Force Alpha, consisting of
a8 headquarters, the 3rd and Lth Vietnamese lMarine Battalions and
Battery B of the Artillery Battalion, conducted Operation CUU LONG
16 8ix to eight'kilometera south of Saigon, Search amd destroy
operations vere corducted with the support of legional Force/Popula;
Force units, Vietnamese Navy units and a battery of U.S. artillery.
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The only hostile action occurred on 2§ October when a Viet Corg =
squad delivered long range small arms and automatic weapons 'I‘irg

on elements of the 3rd Battalion without inflicting casualties,
Total results for Operation CUU LONG were five Viet Cong suspects
detained, one friendly killed and twe wounded. All Vietnamese
casualties resulted from frisndly artillery fire from Binh Chanh,

Erignde Ferce Bravo commenced Operation 1AM SON 325 on 20
October. This was a scarch and destroy operation m a m‘uuntniuoua_
Jungle area south and west of Cam Lo whiijch produced no enemy cc‘m'-
tact. ‘The lone cawually wus ono Murine wéundud by ‘a 1511:‘10 at the
start of t he operation., Abcut 40 other Marines were evacuatedz
for medical reasons; i.e. malaria, immersion foot, etc.

The 1st Vietnamese Marine Battalion occupied positions in and
around Ba llom from 1 to 12 Octobor with no enemy ctmtm:t; hoing made,
On 12 October the battalion returned to its base camp at Thu Duc |
to prepare for participaticn in the Natichal Day Pa.rade'held‘ in :
Saigon on 1 November. ' ’

The 4th Vietnamese Marine Battalion killed six Viet Cong ard
captured 13 in DONG PHONG 2/66, a search and destroy operation
west of Vinh Lec, on 14 October. On 15 October the battalion
assisted the 30th Ranger Battalion to recover bodies of Langers
killed during & 1), October raid weat of .Cho NDem,

The 6th Battalion continued to equip and train at the base
camp at Thu Duc, .The 3rd Kifle Company was fomed on 22 October,
bringiné battalion strength to 582 - 22 officers, 76 NCOs ard
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L&l other ranks.
Vietnamese Marine Corps morale remained high and leadership

was evaluated as excellent during the month,

4 3 3 %
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APPERDIX 1

MAKKET TIME STATISTICAL SUMMARY, OCTOBER 1966

U.S. ships/craft:

Total craft days
on patrql

Daily Average of
craft on patrol

VIN ships/junks :

Total craft days

DER S0 HSC

|FB PCF LST

155 155 93

5 5 3

508 1184 31

6.4 38.2

SEA FOLCE RIVER IF'ORCE  COASTAL FOILCE

220 3456 LOE9

I~1

on patrol

Daily average of ,

craft on patrol 7.3 111.5 139

U.S. Activity: |

TOTAL DETECTED  %OOD - DAY 32,480 NIGHT 16,117
STEEL - DAY ___ 879 NIGHT _1,772 - hat

TOTAL INSPECTED wO0D =~ DAY 10,043 KIGHT 53161 1_63._612
STEEL - DAY ___571 NIGHT __ 564

TOTAL BOAKDED ¥OOD - DAY 10,661 KIGHT _4,539

| STEEL =~ DAY ___ 6k NIGHT ___ 35 1 2

TOTAL DETAINED Junks 15 People 667

VEN Activity:

SEACHED 20,319 junks

DETAINED . A48 junks 357 people
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GAME VAKDEN STATISTICAL SUMMARY, OCTOBER 1966

1. PBR Statisties:

Night 762

a.  Total Patrols (two boats): Dgy 439
b. Total Contacts: Day 44,171  Right 12L312
¢. Total Inspected: Day §,772  Right 2,486
d. Total Doarded: Day 10,353  Night 2,179
e. People Detained: 404 |
f, Total Patrols Hours: 29,591

Total Boats on Patrol: 3,080

Average Daily Patrol Hours per Boast: 9.6

‘Helo I'ire Team Statistics:
563.2
Helo Missions Supported:
(1) Pre-planned strikes: 32
(2) heaction: 9

(3) Targets of opportunity: 24

(4) Support: 95
(5) MiDEVAC: 2

2.

a., Tctal Flight Hours:

b,

3. GAME 1 ALDEN Totalss

Firefipghtas
(1) MW 46
(2) Nelo: 10
(3) ksB: "2
(4)-PACV: Q

Qo

b, Sampans:

Destroyed: 170  Damaged: 7

Junks ¢
Destroyed:

Ce
Damaged ¢

1 Q

I1I-1

Captured:

Captured:

2
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APPEIDIX 1II

LLVISED iLLisS OF ENGAGUMERT - GAELS V. ARDEN

01D

- including destruction if

Subpara 2a(5) of Annux I3 to CTF

"(PEKs Shall), . .Utilize only
such force as is required to
defend against hostile attack
as defined herein up to and

required,"

Subpara 2b(3)

WLiver Patrol Force units will
not initiate any attack on
ground forces without the spe-
cific euthority of CTG 116.1

or CTG 116.2 as appropriate,
and the ccgnizant TOC. This
does not limit firing in self-
defense, firing in support of
other friendly units requiring
immediate assistance, or firing
of warning shots to stup water-

116 OpOrd : ; | ,.

"The minimum force necesasary to accomplish
patrol operation shall be exercised, up to
and includiny: destruction, if required,"
#(a) Violators of curfew and prohibited
zones (who may or may not be subjected to
gunfire by the Vi) shall not be fired
upon by river patrol force units unless
the violator qunlifies as a hostile vcssol
1AV subparagraph 1.1 of the appendix or
attempts to evade and ignores warnings to.
stop." ,
#(b) Every peacéful method at hand shall

‘| first be exhausted when attempting to stop

a Junk or sampan for boarding and search.
This failing, warning shots may be tused as
the rext step, 1f it is obvious. the'junk
or sampan is deliberately trylng'to evade,
direct fire may be used as a last resort,
Firing shall be ceased if the junk or
samparn appears to be stopping."

n(e) It is permissible to continue direct
fire apgainst an cvading junk or sampan that
beaches ard apainst its fleeing occupants
provided the firing is not in the vicinity
of a hamlet or village. Any fire in the
vicinity of a hamlet or village must be
conducted strictly IAV appendix 1V to
annex B,"

",,.(First sentence is the same). This v
does not 1limit firing in self defense,
firing in support of other friemdly units
requiring immédiate assistance,.firing
of warning shots to stop watercraft for
visit’ and search or taking under direct =
fire junks and sampans that ignore warnings
to stop and deliberately attempt to evade,"

]

craft for visit and search.!
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